FI NAL REPORT
FORT | RW N/ NATI ONAL TRAI NI NG CENTER
PROPOSED LAND EXPANSI ON
PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NGS

| . EXECUTI VE SUMVARY

After a Land Use Requirenents Study (LURS) conpleted in
1985 showed need for additional training area at the National
Training Center (NTC) at Fort Irwin, the U S Arny proposed an
expansi on onto acreage south, west and east of present NTC
boundari es. For expansion to occur, public |ands nust be
wi thdrawn fromnultiple use to mlitary use, and private and
state | ands acquired.

Al t hough private and state |ands exist within the proposed
extension area, the mpgjority of |ands are public, managed by the
Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM. Therefore, the BLMis the |ead
agency in adm nistering the wthdrawal processes.

Final decision to withdraw | and is made by Congress based upon a
recommendation fromthe Secretary of the Interior. The deci sion
criteria guiding the withdrawal process are based on a conpl ex
conmbi nation of |aws, executive orders, acts, national and state
gui del i nes and regul ati ons of other agencies.

The wi thdrawal process was initiated by the Arnmy's presentation
of a land wi thdrawal application to BLM In June 1988 BLM and
the Arny signed a Menorandum of Agreenent for preparation of an
Environnental |npact Statenment (EIS), the first stage in
processing the withdrawal application for the proposed NTC
expansi on.

The BLM has contracted with the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers
(COE) to undertake and manage the EI'S process. The prelimnary
step in the EIS process is to determne the alternative and the
i ssues. Based on existing data and using the guidelines set
forth in the National Environnental Policy Act (NEPA), five
alternatives, including the No Action alternative, have been
devel oped.

In order to elicit concerns of private citizens, business

or gani zati ons and groups which m ght be affected by the proposed
wi t hdrawal , six public scoping neetings were held in 1988 on the
fol |l ow ng dat es:

Septenber 12 — Riverside Holiday Inn — 1pm and 7pm
Sept enber 13 — San Bernardi no County Board of Supv. — 7pm



Septenber 14 — Victorville Geen Tea Inn — 7pm
Septenber 15 — Barstow Station Inn — 7pm
Sept enber 22 — Baker Conmmunity Hall — 7pm

Each nmeeting was chaired by a BLM spokesperson, a
presentation was made by an Arny spokesman, and consultants
responsi bl e for preparation of the EIS were avail able to respond
to inquiries. Approximately 250 people, excluding consultants
and presenters, attended the public neetings. Approximtely 100
persons voiced their concerns at the neetings; several hundred
nore tel ephoned or have witten to the BLM Project Manager,
Karl a Swanson.

Many concerns were raised, nost clustering around
environmental issues (habitat |oss, endangered flora and fauna,
degradation of air and water quality), concern for private
property (loss of actual property, rights of private property
owners, adequate conpensation), and | oss of access to public
| ands (for various recreation use, econom c benefits, aesthetic
reasons.)

Study of these issues is underway and the data gathered
W ll be presented in the Draft Environnmental [|npact Study
schedul ed to be available to the public in March 1989.
The body of this docunent provides nore detailed information
concerning the Background (Part I1), Public Scoping Meetings
(Part 111), Ranking of Issues (Part V), and in the appendi ces,
copies of the current mailing list, materials mail ed/ handed to
the public, issues ranking forns and consultants, advisors and
contractors.

Further information concerning this project nmay be obtai ned
from

Karl a Swanson, Project Manager
Bureau of Land Managenent

150 Cool wat er Lane

Bar st ow, CA 92311






