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1 BOARD MEMBERS (Continued): 1 PROPOSED FORT IRWIN
2 DM RESCHL LAND EXPANSION
ogram Manager
3 CharisCorporation 2 SCOPING MEETING
. gj?»flﬁolii)dge Park Drive 3 Public Hearing was held pursuant to
ite . . . . . .
Temecula, California 92590 4 Not.lce at the Riverside Conyen’u on Center, Riverside,
5 USA ifornia, , commencing on the o
5 Cdif USA g on the 17th day of
PH 909-695-1999 6 January, 2002, at 6:00 p.m. PT.
6 FX 909-695-4999 7 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
timothy.reischl @irwin.army.mil . i
7 8 MR. REISCHL: Ladiesand gentlemen, if | 18:15:11
MARCIA WERTENBERGER, Attorney 9 could have your attention. 18:15:12
8 Eﬂ‘;{gr(‘:ﬁo‘?’;?at%#nse' 10 Good evening. My nameis Tim Reischl.  18:15:14
9 43460 Ridge Park Drive 11 | amthe Deputy Program Manager for Land Expansion for 18:15:19
Suite140 12 theFort Irwin Land Expansion Project. | work for the 18:15:23
10 Temecula, Cdifornia 92590 13 Army a Fort Irwin 18:15:26
USA . :15:
11 PH 909-695-1999 14 And | would like to welcomeyoutothe 18:15:27
. FX ?0%6954923 i 15 second session of today's scoping meeting. | 18:15:30
wertenpergerm@cnarisps.com : . 1.
13 PUBLIC SPEAKERS: 16 appreciateyou goml ng ou.t.‘ . .18.15.34
14 ILEENE ANDERSON 17 We serioudly solicit your input on this 18:15:36
15 MONICA BOND 18 issue. Very noncontroversia issue, we understand  18:15:39
16 PETERKIRIAKOS 19 that. But serioudy, we thank you for coming. | know 18:15:47
17 JMRICKER that. Y Y -oming. L.
18 STAN SNIFF 20 it'salongway for some, and it'sthe middle of the 18:15:50
;g E/EFESSVAAEE’\BIC&RD 21 night for others. 18:15:52
51 TERRY WEINER 22 Just al |Ft|(.e bit of |lntroduct| on. 18:15:55
22 CAROL WILEY 23 Wevedone -- thisisthe third of four scoping 18:15:58
3431 TERRY WOLD 24 meetings. Therewill be afourth onein Pasadenaon  18:16:02
%5 25 Saturday, which should finish the scoping process for 18:16:05
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1 theexpansion. 18:16:09 1 for the EIS development. 18:19:17
2 I will give about 30 or 40 minutesof ~ 18:16:10 2 Our Environmental Counsdl isMarcia  18:19:21
3 presentation before we get into the actual public  18:16:15 3  Waertenberger. 18:19:26
4 comment. 18:16:19 4 And, finally, Ray Marler isthe Director 18:19:26
5 What weredlly wanted -- it'savery  18:16:19 5 of Strategic Programs at Fort Irwin. Heisinoverall 18:19:30
6 complicated issue. Therearealot of changesand  18:16:22 6 charge of theland expansion for Fort [rwin. 18:19:34
7 things that have happened, and | want to get everybody 18:16:24 7 Talk about thepurposeand need. A 18:19:43
8 upto speed on just exactly wherewe are in the 18:16:27 8 very -- obvioudy, the Fort Irwin project hasbeena 18:19:48
9 expansion proposal and then go through the timelines 18:16:30 9 controversid project sinceit was started in 1986.  18:19:51
10 and the alternatives and things like that beforewe go 18:16:36 10 Sowhat | would liketo do is cover just very briefly 18:19:56
11 tothe public comments. 18:16:42 11 abrief purpose and need for the expansion. 18:20:00
12 | know thisisold hat for alot of you, 18:16:49 12 Understanding that it will be more fully coveredin  18:20:06
13 but the purpose of this meeting is to get public 18:16:53 13 the EISand trying to keep it short, I'm not going to  18:20:10
14 comment on issues and alternativesrelating tothe  18:16:55 14 beableto cover the whole thing, but welll giveita 18:20:14
15 expansion. 18:17:03 15 shaot. 18:20:17
16 Itisredly not apublic hearing in the 18:17:03 16 Firgt of al, Fort Irwin -- 85 percent  18:20:18
17 sense of support or opposition to the project, 18:17:05 17 of the peoplein Los Angeles don't know where 18:20:21
18 dthough if you want to voice that, you're welcometo. 18:17:11 18 Fort Irwin. But if you go to Barstow, 30 milesnorth  18:20:23
19 Thereisaseparate set of public hearings after the 18:17:16 19 of Barstow off of I-15 isthe Fort Irwin reservation, 18:20:27
20 EISispublished that will address that. 18:17:19 20 the home of the so-called Nationd Training Center for 18:20:32
21 But we mostly want to understand what ~ 18:17:22 21 theArmy. 18:20:36
22 arethefactors and what are aternatives and what's  18:17:24 22 Y ou will see on the map lots of 18:20:38
23 the public comment on those so that we can steer the  18:17:28 23 different Department of Defenseingtallations: Camp  18:20:42
24 EISintheright direction. 18:17:34 24 Pendleton, Twentynine Paims, Ndllis, Fallon. The  18:20:44
25 If you do not want to spesk publicly, 18:17:37 25 reason thoseingtallations are listed is because they  18:20:50
Page 7 Page 9
1 there are written comment sheetsthat will al be  18:17:43 1 areinstalationsthat participate in our training on  18:20:53
2 entered into the record. 18:17:46 2 aregular basis. 18:20:56
3 Everything that issaid hereisbeing  18:17:48 3 For example, you see Point Magu. When  18:21:00
4 transcribed and will be also entered into the record.  18:17:49 4 webringinforces by sea, the shipsthat bring them  18:21:02
5 By the NEPA process we will take written 18:17:57 5 innormaly land at Point Magu. And we unload them  18:21:06
6 commentsfor up to 30 days after thelast scoping  18:18:00 6 there and bring the equipment up that way. 18:21:10
7 meeting. And that date right now isthe 19th of 18:18:.02 7 Fallon Naval Air Station closeto Reno  18:21:18
8 February. 18:18:07 8 isasourceof closeair support. WhentheNavy and 18:21:22
9 Ground rules. Our intent hereistolet 18:18:11 9 the Marine Corpsfly close air support for our 18:21:25
10 everybody get achanceto speak. So we -- one of the 18:18:15 10 missions, it comes out of Fallon. Also, NellisAir  18:21:29
11 ground rulesthat we have started withistoputa  18:18:19 11 ForceBaseisused for that. Sothoseareal 18:21:33
12 three-minutetimelimit onit. Thatisobviousy — 18:18:22 12 partnersin the training that goes on at Fort Irwin.  18:21:35
13 variable, depending on the number of speakers. Fewer 18:18:28 13 What exactly does Fort Irwin do? 18:21:41
14 speakers, well probably say no timelimit. But our 18:18:29 14 Most people think of Army basesasa  18:21:48
15 goal isto give everybody a chance to speak. 18:18:33 15 place where aunit isstationed and it trainsthere  18:21:48
16 What | would like to do now iscover -- 18:18:43 16 and then it goes somewhere else. 18:21:50
17 back up one and introduce some people. 18:18:47 17 In contrast to that type of an 18:21:52
18 We have some people from Fort Irwinand  18:18:53 18 instalation, Fort Irwin has been designated a 18:21:54
19 the people who run the expansion project hereinthe 18:18:56 19 training center, acombat training center. 18:22:00
20 audience. And let meintroduce them first. 18:19:00 20 What that meansisthe only forcesthat 18:22:03
21 First of dl, the Deputy Commander and  18:19:02 21 arestationed at Fort Irwin are those required to run  18:22:05
22 Chief of Staff of Fort Irwin is Colonel Flinn. 18:19:.05 22 thetraining that we do at Fort Irwin. 18:22:08
23 Major Ali isthe Public Affairs Officer 18:19:09 23 Fort Irwin'smissionisto beatraining 18:22:13
24 for Fort Irwin. 18:19:13 24 basefor the Army. Webringin U.S. Army brigades.  18:22:15
25 Mr. Gary Ethridge isthe Program Manager 18:19:15 25 That'sacombat structure. Three brigadesin a 18:22:21
3 (Pages6t09)
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1 division, brigade of about 5,000 soldiers, about 8  18:22:27 1 will seein combat aspossible. Therearenolights. 18:25:39
2 battalions within that brigade, each with 5-t0 800 18:22:32 2 Thereareno -- there are mostly no roads. Wedon't 18:25:43
3 soldiersinthem. And wetrain them. 18:22:38 3 stopwhenit'sraining. Wedon't stop whenit gets  18:25:50
4 We give them what we call acapstone  18:22:39 4 dark. Thebattlefield isthe way they seeit. 18:25:54
5 training exercise. We want to train themin the most  18:22:42 5 We use observer controllers astrainers. 18:26:00
6 rigorous, stressful way to validate their training  18:22:46 6 About 750 observer contrallers, officersand NCOs are  18:26:03
7 proficiency and to give their soldiersand leadersa  18:22:53 7 dtationed at the National Training Center. They are  18:26:09
8 very rigorous operational experience. Thisiswhat  18:22:59 8 hand-picked. They havesdll perfformedthejobfor  18:26:13
9 combat islike. 18:23:04 9 whichthey aretheteacher. Andtheir jobistostay 18:26:15
10 So wetrain them very hard. Thenormal 18:23:05 10 with the unit and to help them improve. 18:26:20
11 rotation whenitisintraining, it goes24 hoursa  18:23:09 11 It'salargeinvestment in peopleand in 18:26:22
12 day, sevendaysaweek. Thereareno bresks. Wedo 18:23:13 | 12 experience. It'stheequivalent of oneof those  18:26:27
13 not simulate anything. 18:23:16 13 brigadesthat they train -- of all the senior leaders 18:26:29
14 If you want to dig atank ditch, it has 18:23:18 14 inthat brigade, we have the equivalent that we use as 18:26:33
15 tobedugwith abulldozer. If youwanttoputina 18:23:21 15 teachers. 18:26:36
16 minefield, you haveto get the mine, haul ittothe 18:23:24 16 We want to train against the best enemy  18:26:40
17 minefield, digitin. All of those types of things. 18:23:29 17 possible. Sowe have stationed at Fort Irwin the 11th 18:26:43
18 When you take a simulated casualty, that 18:23:32 18 Armored Cavary Regiment, which is our OPFOR or 18:26:49
19 casudty hasto be evacuated back to the aid station  18:23:34 19 opposing force. Their job, to be the best enemy that  18:26:52
20 and have the applicablefirst aid done on the soldier. 18:23:38 20 wecan possibly face. 18:26:57
21 Thetask basically that we havebeen  18:23:48 21 We want to face the varsity and not the  18:26:59
22 givenisto makethis asrigorous an exercise as 18:23:51 22 freshmanteam. Sothey have avery seriousmission, 18:27:02
23 possible. 18:23:56 23 toreplicate the best enemy that we can find anywhere 18:27:07
24 Why? Because we found that themore ~ 18:23:56 24 intheworld. Takeit very serioudy, and they'rea 18:27:12
25 stressful training that a unit has, the better 18:24.01 25 very tough opponent. 18:27:14
Page 11 Page 13
1 prepared they are when first they get into combat.  18:24:04 1 Findly, infrastructure. Wehavethe 18:27:18
2 They understand how they function when they'revery  18:24:08 2 ranges, logistics facilities, barracks and 18:27:20
3 tired. They understand how long it takestogoa  18:24:11 3 instrumentation system to make that training possible. 18:27:24
4 certain distance a night. They understand how to ~ 18:24:14 4 We use an instrumentation system that is 18:27:29
5 operate when there are no lights on at night. 18:24:18 5 uniqueintheworld. We take 2500 player units. And 18:27:35
6 All of these types of thingswe stress  18:24:21 6 those are mounted on vehicles, personnel, whatever's 18:27:39
7 inthetraining. Wedoit at avery highlevel, ata 18:24:23 7 required. And we can track those vehicles or 18:27:44
8 leve that cannot be accomplished at the unit'shome 18:24:29 8 personnel 24 hours aday wherever they are at 18:27:48
9 dtion. 18:24:33 9 Fort Irwin. The player unit reportsto a central 18:27:51
10 For example, the unit that is at 18:24:35 10 computer, and we can track on acomputer screenthe  18:28:00
11 Fort Irwin right now isthe 2nd Armored Cavalry 18:24:35 11 locations. 18:28:00
12 Regiment from Fort Polk, Louisiana. About 4200 18:24.42 12 We aso have asystem of radio 18:28:02
13 soldiersarethere. It'salittle unusual rotationin 18:24:47 13 monitoring where we can monitor al radio nets. 18:28:04
14 that there are no tanks on that rotation. Itisa  18:24:49 14 We can aso put battlefield cameras out  18:28:08
15 light cavary regiment which doesn't haveany. So  18:24.52 15 onthebattlefield to look at what the unitisdoing. 18:28:11
16 they usedl wheeled systems. And they dlso havean 18:24:56 16 The purpose of all of thisisproviding 18:28:17
17 arborne battalion from the 82nd. 18:25:00 17 performance feedback back to the unit sowe cantell 18:28:20
18 But they will undergo the sasmetypeof 18:25:05 18 how well they're operating and, from there, learn what 18:28:23
19 training as any other unit would do in that they 18:25.07 19 they're doing wrong, help them get better. That'sthe 18:28:26
20 will -- wewill stressthem out asmuch aswecanto 18:25:12 20 whole scheme of training, isto train, assessthe  18:28:30
21 help them get better. 18:25:15 21 performance of the training, train some more. 18:28:35
22 Components of NTC training, we basically 18:25:26 22 Unit training statistics. Just kind of 18:28:43
23 say therearefour. 18:25:29 23 aroll-up. We have been doing brigadessince 1982.  18:28:45
24 First of all, aredlistic battlefield. 18:25:32 24  Trained about 1.2 million soldiers. The number these 18:28:50
25 Wewant to make that battlefield as close to what they 18:25:35 25 daysisabout 65,000 soldiers cometo NTC from 18:28:57
4 (Pages 10 to 13)
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1 someplaceinthe United Statesevery year totrain.  18:29:01 1 aeainwhichwetrain. I'mgoingtotak alitle 18:32:21
2 Shift gearsalittle bit and talk about 18:29:11 2 hit about some of these aswe go on. 18:32:24
3 the purpose and need for the expansion. 18:29:13 3 But the chief -- thetwo chief onesare 18:32:29
4 First of al, you need to understand ~ 18:29:17 4 the Army's ongoing transformation processand the  18:32:32
5 that Fort Irwinisauniqueinstallation in theworld. 18:29:20 5 changing operational environment, that is, the 18:32:36
6 Not just in the United States Army, but in theworld. 18:29:24 6 changing of the world, which means the Army must 18:32:40
7 ltistheonly placein theworld wherethe Army can  18:29:28 7 changeitstraining. 18:32:42
8 trainafull brigade of 5,000 soldiersat redlistic  18:29:32 8 Other ones, asyou see there, don't need 18:32:47
9 distanceswith all of their equipment, with minimum  18:29:38 9 awholelot of explanation. Our equipmentisalot 18:32:49
10 numbersof thingssmulated. Anywhereelseinthe  18:29:42 10 more capable than it used to be. We shoot longer, see 18:32:52
11 worldisnot aslarge or ascapableasNTCis. 18:29:48 11 farther, move faster. 18:32:56
12 CONUS installations, some of you might  18:29:57 12 Reserve component training. Wearea 18:32:58
13 know some of them. Fort Hood, Texas, and Fort Bragg, 18:30:01 13 major training base for the California National Guard. 18:33:03
14 North Caroling, are two of the biggest that we have.  18:30:04 14 And we have National Guard rotational brigades comein 18:33:05
15 Thosearereally only capable of training a battalion. 18:30:07 15 every year to the point where we train about 18:33:09
16 And they do not have the opposing force or the 18:30:11 16 20-plus-thousand National Guard soldiers every year. 18:33:12
17 instrumentation or the observer controllersthat we  18:30:14 17 How isthe Army changing, and how isthe 18:33:23
18 needtotrainthe unit. Thatisonly present at 18:30:17 18 world changing? 18:33:26
19 Fort Irwin. 18:30:20 19 It used to be that you said, well, the 18:33:27
20 Soit'savery uniqueingdlation. If 18:30:21 20 Armyisgoing to attack, orit'sgoingto defend.  18:33:29
21 wedidn't haveit, the Army wouldn't train it because 18:30:26 21 Actually, the spectrum of missions and operationsthat 18:33:33
22 there'sno other placeto train. 18:30:28 22 the Army doesis much broader than that. 18:33:37
23 That having been said, therésalot of 18:30:33 23 In blueyou see some of themissions  18:33:40
24 factorsthat are decreasing our ability totrainat  18:30:35 24  that we are -- that we undertake in peacetime. 18:33:43
25 Fort Irwin. 642,000 acres -- about 300,000 of those 18:30:39 25 Environmental operations. That'sthings 18:33:48
Page 15 Page 17
1 acresarenot available for training for various 18:30:46 1 like Hurricane Andrews support, environmental support 18:33:51
2 reasons. 18:30:52 2 inCentral America, thingslike that. 18:33:56
3 First of al, the environmental 18:30:53 3 Peace operations. Think of Bosniaasa 18:34:00
4 off-limits piece. We have taken alot of the post and 18:30:55 4 peace operation. 18:34:04
5 putit off limits due to environmental concerns. 18:31:02 5 Peace enforcement. Think of Kosovo asa 18:34:06
6 All of the dry lakes, for example, are  18:31:07 6 peace enforcement mission. 18:34:10
7 nottrained on. All of the archaeological sites, all 18:31:10 7 If we deploy troopsin a pesce 18:34:11
8 of the springs -- they're all fenced and off limits  18:31:15 8 enforcement mission to Afghanistan, that will be  18:34:17
9 fortraining. 18:31:20 9 another variation of that. 18:34:22
10 NASA Goldstone -- thisarearight here, 18:31:23 10 On the wartime side, the Army 18:34:22
11 it'sabout 30,000 acres -- is unavailable for training 18:31:25 11 simultaneoudy doesthingslikeraids. A raidisa 18:34:24
12 becauseit'sthe site of all of the NASA Deep Space  18:31:29 12 mission that the Rangersjumped into in Afghanistan.  18:34:36
13 tracking facilities. 18:31:32 13 That was araid wherethey have alimited mission,  18:34:37
14 Leach Laketraining range up hereisan 18:31:35 14 limited duration operation. 18:34:39
15 active Air Force bombing range. Itisused every day 18:31:38 15 Strikes. That'sthe Special Forces  18:34:41
16 of therotation and many days when the rotation isnot 18:31:44 16 controlling B-2 Stealth Bombers dropping laser-guided 18:34:44
17 working by the Air Force asabombing range. Were 18:31:47 | 17 ordnance, those types of things. 18:34:52
18 often asked, why don't you just clear it? 18:31:51 18 Fort Irwin's mission given to usby the 18:34:54
19 Wéll, we could clear it, but wedon't  18:31:54 19 Department of the Army isto train at the higher level 18:34:59
20 want to because we're using it for its intended 18:31:57 20 of combat operations. Wetrain by rulein the 18:35:01
21 purpose, which isdelivery and evaluation of live  18:31:59 21 spectrum of limited conventional conflict, regional  18:35:10
22 ordnance. 18:32:04 22 conventiona war, the higher intensity kinds of 18:35:14
23 At the same time as we have thingsthat  18:32:09 23 operations. 18:35:18
24 arediminishing our ability to usethetraining area, 18:32:12 24 Now, because of the changing world, we 18:35:20
25 thereareforcesthat are driving usto expand the  18:32:17 25 nolonger just do that. We -- you don't seeus, for  18:35:23
5 (Pages 14 to 17)
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1 example, training just against Soviet-style opposing  18:35:28 1 enemy. 18:38:44
2 forces. Weactualy train where the mgjor part of the 18:35:33 2 Adaptivethreats. That just basically 18:38:46
3 forceisengaged in these types of operations. 18:35:38 3 meansthe-- our enemy islearning fromus. They are 18:38:49
4 But other parts of theforcearedoing 18:35:42 4 learning what we do well, what we don't dowell and  18:38:54
5 4l of these operations at the same time because 18:35:44 5 adapting what they have to use against us. 18:38:57
6 anyplacethat we go, we can expect to have multiple  18:35:48 6 Soitisthingslike cell phone 18:39:01
7 missions simultaneously. And we need to prepareour  18:35:52 7 technology, weapons of mass destruction, chemicals, 18:39:03
8 soldiersto be ableto do that. 18:35:56 8 thosekinds of things. 18:39:10
9 If wearegoing to keep NTC's 18:36:03 9 Dispersed. In Desart Storm, wesaw an  18:39:12
10 contribution to Army training relevant, ithasto ~ 18:36:06 10 enemy that was hunkered down in positions. Andwhat 18:39:17
11 change. Sowe are undergoing a modernization program 18:36:11 11 that enemy did waslet uspound on him. That'snot  18:39:21
12 whichisdesigned to keep NTC intheforefront of ~ 18:36:14 12 going to happen anymore. Threatsaregoingtobe  18:39:26
13 training and keep our ability to provide atrained and 18:36:19 13 dispersed. It'sgoing to be achadlengeto find them. 18:39:28
14 ready Army. 18:36:25 14 Andwhen you find them, they haveto be defeated.  18:39:32
15 Very smply, we are going to modernize  18:36:28 15 Obvioudly unconventiond threats. There 18:39:37
16 virtually every part of the Nationa Training Center. 18:36:33 16 islessof aregular force oppositionto American ~ 18:39:39
17 Seven mgjor programs that are ongoing are modernizing 18:36:35 17 military power than there used to be. 18:39:45
18 theNTC. 18:36:39 18 Finally, advanced technology. 18:39:48
19 Thingslike modernizing thefleet of  18:36:41 19 Technology's cheap. Satellite phones are cheap. 18:39:52
20 equipment that is out there, modernizing the 18:36:44 20 Sateliteimagery isavailable on acommercial basis. 18:39:58
21 instrumentation system, changing the size and 18:36:46 21 Stinger missiles are available on the open market.  18:40:.02
22 composition of the opposing force. 18:36:51 22 We have to understand that our threat is 18:40:08
23 Land expansion isone of thoseseven  18:36:54 23 going to be alot more sophisticated than aguy with  18:40:10
24 programs. Andit's geared towards providing uswith  18:36:55 24  an AK-47 and abag of clips. 18:40:13
25 enough land to train that brigade-sized unit over a  18:36:59 25 In recognizing that, the Army has 18:40:17
Page 19 Page 21
1 larger space and to do more detailed and complex 18:37:07 1 undertaken aprogram called Army Transformationin ~ 18:40:20
2 missions. 18:37:11 2 which we are developing new units, new tactics, new  18:40:23
3 It's partly inreactionto theworld ~ 18:37:14 3 wespons systems o that the Army is going to be 18:40:28
4 that welivein, the world that the Army will haveto 18:37:16 4 characterized asonethat isalot lighter and alot  18:40:31
5 fightin, onethat we see asincreasingly urban. 18:37:19 5 moreflexible, onethat can move faster, hasthe 18:40:37
6 We arein the process of putting what we 18:37:24 6 intelligence systemsto see farther and is capable of  18:40:41
7 cal mount sites, military operationsin urban 18:37:27 7 precision engagement. 18:40:44
8 terrain -- cities, if you will -- out at Fort Irwin so 18:37:31 8 What wewanttodoisbeabletofind 18:40:47
9 that we can train our soldiersto operatejust likewe 18:37:34 9 theenemy when he doesn't know that we'relooking.  18:40:49
10 have seenthem operateinthepast in placeslike  18:37:38 10 Andwewant to be ableto hit him when hecan't hit  18:40:55
11 Somadlia Kosovo, Bosnia. And you've seen Afghanistan 18:37:43 11 us. 18:40:55
12 lately. 18:37:49 12 We also want to be alot more 18:40:58
13 Asymmetrical operations. Asymmetrical  18:37:53 13 deployable. It took us-- it takes us currently over 18:40:59
14 opsbasicdly meansyou operate on the enemy or the  18:37:55 14 amonth to deploy aheavy division. 18:41:05
15 enemy operates on you with aweapon or systemthat  18:38:00 15 We are developing medium-weight brigades 18:41:08
16 your opponent does not have. 18:38:04 16 that have amission to deploy anywhereintheworld in 18:41:12
17 From the enemy point of view, an 18:38:07 17 96 hours. 18:41:14
18 asymmetrical weapon isan airliner. From our 18:38:09 18 What does that mean? It probably won't 18:41:15
19 perspective, an asymmetrical weaponisaB-2anda  18:38:15 19 beatank-based force. Tanksaretoo heavy. You — 18:41:19
20 laser-guided bomb or atank that cannot be penetrated 18:38:19 20 can't movethem. They usetoo much fudl. 18:41:21
21 or anar mobile operation that cannot be countered by 18:38:24 21 The medium brigadeswe're developing at 18:41:24
22 aconventiond weapon that the enemy has. 18:38:29 22 Fort Lewis have no tracked vehiclesin them. They are 18:41:27
23 So we have to recognize that people are  18:38:34 23 dl wheded vehicles. They'readl alot lighter.  18:41:30
24 goingto try to use asymmetrica opsonus. Andwe 18:38:36 24 Disadvantages. They aren't very 18:41:33
25 must continue to use our abilitiesto put that onthe 18:38:40 25 amored. Sowe haveto develop aforcethat hasgreat 18:41:35
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1 battlefield visibility and agility because we use that 18:41:40 1 And it gives us the capability to 18:45:11
2 tomake up for the lack of armor that it will have for 18:41:47 2 exercisedl of the systemsthat we have and that we  18:45:13
3 protection. 18:41:51 3 have coming in over their actual doctrinal distances. 18:45:16
4 SoNTC'sgod isto assist theArmy in  18:41:54 4 Before | talk about the land expansion  18:45:28
5 becoming al of thesethings: responsive, deployable, 18:41:58 5 process, any questions about NTC's mission, 18:45:31
6 agile, very letha, survivable, sustainable. 18:42:02 6 transformation, what we're trying to do with the land  18:45:36
7 We currently have a problem with al of 18:42:08 7 expansion? Anybody? 18:45:41
8 thosethings, and it becomes very evident whenever we 18:42:09 8 A SPECTATOR: | just wanted to -- 18:45:47
9 think about sending atank division anywhere. It's  18:42:14 9 maybe -- and maybe you spoke to this alittle bit, and 18:45:49
10 very difficult to get there. And so we haveto havea 18:42:16 10 | didn't follow it. 18:45:52
11 forcethat isableto get there quickly and ableto  18:42:20 11 But | know there are changesintank  18:45:53
12 complete the same mission that that tank unit had.  18:42:25 12 technology and you are moving to alighter tank and -- 18:45:54
13 NTC's part of that isto trainthe Army  18:42:34 13 but dso onethat'smore agileand abletogointo  18:45:57
14 and al of these units, tactics and systems, develop  18:42:37 14 geographic areas and dope areasthat are different  18:46:01
15 leaders, provide soldiers with an operationa 18:42:42 15 than what you have used historically. And | wondered 18:46:04
16 experience and serve as a check on how ready our units 18:42:45 16 if you could spesk to that. 18:46:08
17 aetogotowar. 18:42:49 17 MR. REISCHL: Probably no differentin  18:46:13
18 Thisis currently the footprint of the 18:43:00 18 mobility on the new vehicle than we haveright now. 18:46:14
19 maneuver area at the Nationa Training Center. This 18:43:03 19 The differenceisan M-1 tank weighs ~ 18:46:19
20 ishow we use what we have right now. 18:43.06 20 about 70tons, and it'sfully tracked. It'svery  18:46:21
21 Basically the limitationsaretheone  18:43:13 21 capable and will go anywhere. The problemisit'stoo 18:46:26
22 centra corridor and a partia piece of asouthern  18:43:16 22 heavy. 18:46:30
23 corridor does not give usthe capability toleta  18:43:20 23 The medium brigadesarenow usinga ~ 18:46:31
24 brigade operate on the planned footprint of ahundred 18:43:26 24 vehiclewhichisan eight-wheeled armored car that is 18:46:34
25 kilometers, or about 60 milesby 30 miles. Thatis 18:43:30 25 about 20 tons. It has various configurations. Some  18:46:40
Page 23 Page 25
1 theareathat we plan to have that brigade operatein  18:43:35 1 carry mortars. Some carry direct fire weapons. Some 18:46:44
2 thefuture. 18:43:39 2 carry cannons. Some carry infantry. 18:46:50
3 Wecannot doitintheareathat we  18:43:40 3 We believe that's going to be the basis  18:46:54
4 have. Andwe areadwaystrainingtheunitsinthe  18:43:44 4 of what we cal the future combat system, whichis  18:46:57
5 sameplace. Weneed to be ableto vary theterrain,  18:43:47 5 essentialy the tank follow-on. 18:46:59
6 And we also need to be able to hidethe 18:43:51 6 But the mobility characteristics of that 18:47:02
7 threat alot more than we have been ableinthepast  18:43:54 7 vehicle are pretty much the same asatank. A tank's 18:47:04
8 because we want to exercise the intel-gathering 18:43:58 8 limited to under 20 percent slope, and that vehicle  18:47:09
9 systemsthat are part of the transformed Army asaway 18:44.06 9 will beaso. It'shonestly alittle bit less mobile 18:47:12
10 totrain those units. We want to make them find the 18:44:06 10 thanatankis, butit'salot lighter. | think the 18:47:19
11 enemy and defeat him. 18:44:11 11 operating footprint is probably about the same. 18:47:24
12 Inthis-- with this setup, wedon't ~ 18:44:12 12 Now, | will tell you the big difference 18:47:27
13 havethat capability. 18:44:16 13 isthereisalot moreinfantry inthisforce. It'sa 18:47:28
14 Under the proposed expansion, theone  18:44:20 14 lot more what we call infantry centric. Inother  18:47:33
15 that was passed by the Congress just aweek ago, this 18:44:22 15 words, the combat strength of the unit is based on the 18:47:37
16 iswhat the maneuver areaat Fort Irwin lookslike.  18:44:27 16 ground infantry and their weapons and not the tank and 18:47:40
17 It has a second maneuver -- asecond  18:44:33 17 itsweapons. 18:47:45
18 full maneuver corridor. It hasthe ability toput ~ 18:44:35 18 Those people will deal in areas where we 18:47:46
19 logigtics areas out of the training box. And wherewe 18:44:39 19 don't normally operate now. They will bein the 18:47:48
20 usedto haveto put alogistics unit thereand we cut  18:44:47 20 rocks, in the hills, because that's where the 18:47:50
21 our maneuver space down by one-third, we can now put 18:44:50 | 21 protectionis. So that part we know isgoing to 18:47:54
22 itoutside, either here or here, and we'reabletodo 18:44:54 22 happen. 18:47:58
23 alot more maneuver and alot inalot larger number  18:44:58 23 But in terms of wherethe vehiclesgo, 18:47:58
24 of different places so that we can hide and maneuver  18:45:06 24 thelimits of technology says that won't happen. 18:48:01
25 unitsover amuch larger area. 18:45:08 25  Pretty much the same. 18:48:05
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1 Sir. 18:48:08 1 Y ou haveto definewhat the threat is,  18:50:41

2 A SPECTATOR: Kind of afollow-up 18:48:09 2 definewhat thetacticsare. Thereare numbersthat 18:50:42

3 question taking back on that -- piggybacking onthat 18:48:11 3 account for the operating footprint of variouskinds 18:50:46

4 iswhether you have maybe or not looked at potentialy 18:48:16 4 of units. Andwe'regoing to defineal thatand ~ 18:50:49

5 thedifference plus or minusin maneuver area 18:48:20 5 crunch dl the numbers. And from that comesa 18:50:55

6 requirementsfor these lighter vehicles as compared to 18:48:24 6 requirement for acreage for training. 18:51:00

7 themain battle tanks. 18:48:30 7 The'93 LURSisonthe Web site. And  18:51:07

8 Because it seemsthat's really something 18:48:32 8 youcouldtakealook at it and seewhat it'sgoingto 18:51:09

9 that -- in an environmental document that should be  18:48:34 9 ook like. But those aren't thewords. It's--it's 18:51:15
10 sated in one fashion or another, different typesof  18:48:37 10 going to be alot different, but the same basic 18:51:19
11 vehicles. 18:48:41 11 methodology, and it'sthe onerequired by the Army.  18:51:23
12 Y ou said there were certain similarities 18:48:41 12 And it's a document that hasto be 18:51:26
13 and differences, but it seemslikein athorough 18:48:42 13 approved by the Department of the Army. So... 18:51:28
14 evauation you have some kind of a statement you need, 18:48:46 14 A SPECTATOR: Anditwill beavailable 18:51:33
15 whatever you need, as compared to, you know, the M-1s. 18:48:49 15 inadvanceof or at the sametimeasthedraft EIS? 18:51:34
16 MR. REISCHL: | think wetalked about  18:48:53 16 MR. REISCHL: It will be part of the  18:51:38
17 theland use requirements document. It'sgoingtobe 18:48:54 17 draft EIS. Youcan seeit'sinthe'97 draft. Itis 18:51:38
18 addressed inthat. Currently -- we're currently under 18:48:58 18 inthat document. Itisan appendix to that document. 18:51:43
19 construction right now. 18:49:02 19 Sir. 18:51:50
20 It'sadifficult thing to address 18:49:05 20 A SPECTATOR: Just aside. You're 18:51:51
21  because when you've got a 20-ton vehiclethat canbe  18:49:06 21 mentioning medium forces being accepted by the Army.  18:51:.53
22 defeated by a50-caliber machine gun, it'snot going 18:49:11 22 | thought al of that wasamajor controversy asto  18:51:56
23 to operate the same placeswhere amain battletank  18:49:14 23 whether the tank was even going to be eliminated from 18:51:59
24 would be. 18:49:17 24 the Army training. 18:52:03
25 Sowe are seeing uses of that tank in -~ 18:49:18 25 MR. REISCHL: Weare -- honestly, we are 18:52:06

Page 27 Page 29

1 places other than the centrd corridor, for example.  18:49:25 1 probably going to see tanksin theinventory until  18:52:08

2 The sweeping maneuvers down the central corridor are  18:49:29 2 2012, until 2019, something likethat. Andit's-- 18:52:14

3 probably not going to happen because that vehicle  18:49:31 3 it'ssort of an evolving issue. We'redways--you 18:52:19

4 couldn't live out there. 18:49:34 4 know, were alwaystold therésnever goingtobe  18:52:25

5 So we will use dower movement and alot 18:49:35 5 another Desert Storm. And werereally not practicing 18:52:27

6 more use of the foldsin the ground than we haveright 18:49:40 6 for aDesert Storm, but there'salot of placesin the 18:52:30

7 now. Andthose arethe thingsthat we aretryingto 18:49:44 7 world where that kind of an operation could be 18:52:33

8 account for in the land use requirement statement, how 18:49:47 8 required. 18:52:36

9 doweexactly account for that changein tactics.  18:49:50 9 If we had to go back to Irag, for 18:52:37
10 A SPECTATOR: And will that be apart of 18:49:56 10 example, that hasto be fought by tanks. Thereareno 18:52:40
11 the environmental documents? 18:49:58 11 other forcesto dothat. If therewasanactionin  18:52:44
12 MR. REISCHL: Yes. Yes. ltwillbe 18:50:.01 12 North Korea, for example, therewould betanksin ~ 18:52:49
13 part of the EIS, and it'sabasis of developingthe  18:50:03 13 North Korea 18:52:51
14 EIS. 18:50:07 14 The Army's transformation is moving down 18:52:53
15 A SPECTATOR: Canyou describejusta 18:50:09 15 basicaly three paths: 18:52:56
16 little bit more of the process with the land use 18:50:10 16 Thefirst pathiscalled thelegacy  18:52:58
17 requirement study? Intermsof, | guess, there hasn't 18:50:14 17 force. Thosearetanks, infantry carriersand things 18:53:02
18 been one done for severa years now -- 18:50:18 18 likethat. Andthe goal for thoseforcesistokeep 18:53:06
19 MR. REISCHL: '93. 18:50:21 19 them combat-ready. Becauseif we haveto fight, 18:53:10
20 A SPECTATOR: '93. Okay. 18:50:22 20 that'swhat we haveto fight with. 18:53:16
21 MR. REISCHL: '93 wasthelast one. 18:50:24 21 The second path, and it'sparallel, is 18:53:16
22 Thereésan Army regulation. | cant  18:50:26 22 what we cal theimmediate force, interim force. It's 18:53:19
23 remember the regulation, but it's-- wereusinga  18:50:31 23 those medium-weight brigades. There have been sbout 18:53:24
24 training circular called 25-1 that gives aformulaand 18:50:34 24 eight of them authorized, which is -- about 20 percent 18:53:27
25 requirements for developing that document. 18:50:39 25 of the Army's combat power will be those light 18:53:31
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1 brigades or those medium brigades. 18:53:34 1 quickly. Desert Storm, it took ussix monthsto move 18:56:30
2 Those will be fielded somewhere between 18:53:38 2 about 6 divisions. 18:56:34
3 2003 and 2006. 18:53:40 3 Our goal right now in transformationis 18:56:36
4 Thethird point in the trident is called 18:53:47 4 tomovethreedivisonsin 30 days, anywhere. Inone 18:56:38
5 theobjectiveforce. That istheforcethat doesnt 18:53:49 5 brigade -- one brigade in 96 hours, onedivisionin  18:56:43
6 haveany tanks. It hasavehiclecaled aFuture  18:53:51 6 seven days, three divisionsin 30 days. 18:56:49
7 Combat System, which looks sort of like that wheeled 18:53:53 7 Because we're probably going to haveto 18:56:53
8 vehicle, but it's multiuse. You know, it has 18:53:57 8 fight where we don't have enough forces. And that's 18:56:56
9 non-line-of-sight weapons. It has direct-fire 18:54.01 9 thewholegoa on lightening up and getting the Army  18:56:58
10 wespons, command and control. Thosekind of things. 18:54:05 | 10 more agile, more deployable and more lethal with 18:57:02
11 So the problem isthat we can'tjust  18:54:10 11 lighter units. 18:57:06
12 takethe whole Army down and wait for the new stuff to 18:54:12 | 12 A SPECTATOR: Canyou explain how the 18:57:13
13 happen. We haveto maintain aforcethat isready to 18:54:16 13 Army came up with the corridor, the training corridor? 18:57:14
14 fight tomorrow. And Fort Irwin's piece of that iswe 18:54:19 14 MR. REISCHL: How we came up withthe 18:57:19
15 will be simultaneoudly training al three of those ~ 18:54:23 15 oneswe needed or the ones we have now? 18:57:22
16 typesof forcesin the future. 18:54:26 16 A SPECTATOR: Theonesyouneed. You 18:57:24
17 We seeour firstinterim brigade --  18:54:28 17 said there was 30 by 60 or something. 18:57:25
18 about 2004 iswhen we'll seethat wheeled brigade.  18:54:32 18 MR. REISCHL: First of all, we used what 18:57:37
19 Well actually see one of their companies this summer. 18:54:40 19 wehad. There are basically three corridors at 18:57:38
20 And we will continue to see legacy forces. And asthe 18:54:43 20 Fort Irwin. The northern corridor up hereisfairly 18:57:41
21 objective force becomes developed, we will seethose  18:54:47 21 short. Centra corridor at the present timeisthe  18:57:50
22 forces because everybody comes out here to train 18:54:50 22 longest. And the southern corridor is down here. 18:57:53
23 because we're the ones that have the capability to do  18:54:52 23 Historicaly, we have used all of them. 18:58:00
24 it 18:54:55 24 Livefire(sic.) isused dmost dl thetimefor live 18:58:04
25 So long way around the question, 18:54.57 25 firebecauseit hasalot of targetsinit. Ithas 18:58:07
Page 31 Page 33
1 eventualy there are going to be no more tanks, | 18:55:00 1 about 1600 remote-controlled targetsinit. Soyou 18:58:10
2 thinkisbasicaly -- isthe Army'stransformation ~ 18:55:03 2 can't drive over thetargets. They're expensiveand 18:58:15
3 plan. Butit'snot going to befor quiteawhile.  18:55:07 3 they break. 18:58:18
4 A SPECTATOR: Canyou underscore a 18:55:13 4 So the only thing we do up in the 18:58:19
5 little bit about the CONUS space power projectionas  18:55:14 5 northern part islivefire. 18:58:21
6 opposed to where we used to be forward based witha  18:55:18 6 The central corridor is the best 18:58:23
7 ot of the heavy equipment and why it'sdriving that  18:55:21 7 training corridor. And currently we usethewhole  18:58:27
8 light vehicle. 18:55:25 8 length of it every rotation for about eight or nine  18:58:31
9 MR. REISCHL: Pre-1989, whentherewas 18:55:27 9 daysof therotation. Andtheproblemis, isthatit 18:58:37
10 till aSoviet Union and a Warsaw Pact, we had about  18:55:29 10 no longer replicates the needs of the unit for 18:58:42
11 one-third of the Army that was forward-stationed, and 18:55:35 11 training. 18:58:46
12 we had an Army of about 800,000. 18:55:36 12 We have intelligence systems, fire 18:58:47
13 After Desert Storm and in areactionto  18:55:39 13 systems and mobility to be ableto move through that  18:58:52
14 lots of thingsthat have changed, the Army went from 18:55:44 14 whole corridor inaday. And weve -- we need 18:58:56
15 about 780,000 soldiersto currently lessthan 480,000. 18:55:47 15 additional land so that we can hide the OPFOR, make it 18:59:00
16 We went from 18 divisionsto 10. 18:55:52 16 harder to find and stretch out the distances for which 18:59:06
17 Right now we have -- of the 10 18:55:56 17 thebrigadeisrequired to operate. 18:59:09
18 divisions, 3 are stationed overseas, 7 are stationed  18:55:59 18 More than that, all of the numbersand 18:59:14
19 in CONUS. Thoseoverseasdivisionsarerelatively  18:56:05 19 thingslikethat are being crunched. | can'tgive  18:59:16
20 fixed. Youwon't take -- normally you won't take the 18:56:11 20 you, you know, the exact numbers. But that'stheway 18:59:23
21 divisionin Koreaand send it to some other placeto  18:56:13 21 our analysisisdriving us, isthat weneedtoadda  18:59:23
22 fight because its mission is Korea. 18:56:15 22 second corridor to be ableto test -- testisnota  18:59:26
23 So we have a power projection Army and  18:56:18 23 good word -- alow the brigade to train over alarger 18:59:35
24 it's-- part of the transformationisto be ableto  18:56:20 24 distance because it makes -- it complicatestheir ~ 18:59:40
25 movethe reaction forces of the Army anywherevery  18:56:23 25 issue 18:59:46
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1 Just give you an example. If the 18:59:46 1 Airlift donewill not fix that problem. It hasto be 19:02:34
2 brigadeis defending right here, under thecurrent  18:59:47 2 asediftimprovement also. 19:02:35
3 mission, the OPFOR redlly can only comethisway. We 18:59:51 3 A SPECTATOR: Seemsthereshouldbea 19:02:40
4 wantto be ableto havethat brigade defend right ~ 18:59:57 4 padlld effort asyou look at expanding, maybe 19:02:42
5 there and have them see an enemy that comes from 19:00:00 5 that -- they may be dissimilar issues, but it seems  19:02:45
6 multiple directions because they have -- they haveto 19:00:05 6 that that should be something that should be pursued. 19:02:49
7 thenfind that unit, find that enemy and figureout  19:00:09 7 MR. REISCHL: And| bdlieveitis, but 19:02:52
8 how to engageit. 19:00:12 8 it'sredly way above Fort Irwin's mission. Because 19:02:53
9 We can't do that now. Right now they 19:00:14 9 were-- our mission isto train brigades. 19:02:58
10 just comefromthewest, and they'revery easyto  19:00:17 10 But | will tell you they cometous-- 19:03:00
11 find. 19:00:21 11 brigades cometo ususing al means. Itisnot 19:03:02
12 Sir. 19:00:24 12 unusua to load a brigade on a ship, bring it through 19:03:06
13 A SPECTATOR: With the new 19:00:27 13 the Panama Canal, land it at Port Hueneme and bring it 19:03:10
14 administration, with the Bush Administration in place, 19:00:28 14 up. 19:03:16
15 thequestion ishow much effort, if any, hasbeen  19:00:32 15 We also deploy by rail. Wealso deploy 19:03:16
16 expended within the Department of Defense to push for  19:00:35 16 thingshby air. Soweuseal of the components. 19:03:19
17 theAir Force to have more heavy lift totry todeal  19:00:41 17 Again-- andit'satraining issue for us. 19:03:24
18 with some of thereal world issues as opposed to, you 19:00:45 18 But in terms of what we get, that's ~ 19:03:27
19 know, trying to go into a potentially heavier enemy  19:00:51 19 Department of Defense's red issue. 19:03:31
20 withlight vehicles, but actually increase our 19:00:55 20 Yes, sir. 19:03:37
21 capability on arapid basisto get the heavy tanksin? 19:00:57 21 A SPECTATOR: Canyou elaborate alittle 19:03:38
22 MR. REISCHL: The Army would lovethe 19:01:02 22 bit. Because since 1981, you focused alittle bit on  19:03:39
23 Air Forceto buy more C-17s. And honestly, it'san  19:01:03 23 tank weapon systems, but theredlity isasyouve  19:03:43
24  issuethat's been addressed. | really can't -- | 19:01:10 24 trained battalion task forces out there, you'veredly 19:03:46
25 redly can't addressit to your satisfaction. 19:01:13 25 used avariety of equipment. Some very light -- most  19:03:49
Page 35 Page 37
1 I know that there is a move within 19:01:16 1 of ittrack, but somelight and also some heavy. 19:03:52
2 Congressto add 40 C-17sto the buy so that the Air ~ 19:01:19 2 So redlity isit'saways been amix of  19:03:56
3 Force gets more. 19:01:25 3 somelight equipment out there. 19:03:58
4 But honestly, more strategic liftis ~ 19:01:27 4 MR. REISCHL: Generdly on every 19:04:02
5 only part of the answer. Because we can lift -- the 19:01:32 5 rotation thereis at least one light combat battalion. 19:04:02
6 Air Force can lift everything that the Army ownsright 19:01:35 6 Thisrotation thereisalight infantry battalion from 19:04:08
7 now. 19:01:37 7 the 82nd Airborne here. 19:04:13
8 A SPECTATOR: But theissueisquantity 19:01:39 8 Ten rotations, about seven of them have 19:04:15
9 andtime. 19:01:39 9 atleast abattdion, light infantry component. Some 19:04:17
10 MR. REISCHL: Exactly. | meanwecan 19:01:42 10 aredl lightinfantry. We've had 101st come out with 19:04:22
11 put-- aC-17 will take four of the intermediate 19:01:42 11 itshelicopters and the 82nd come with two light 19:04:26
12 armored vehicles or one M-1 tank. 19:01:48 12 infantry battalions. 19:04:32
13 A SPECTATOR: If you have twice as many, 19:01:50 13 But wewant to train al of the Army's  19:04:33
14 you can get there twice asfast or fall within your 30 19:01:54 14 weapons. And we have systemsto replicate the effects 19:04:37
15 days. 19:01:57 15 of all of those weapons. And we seeinfantry inthe 19:04:41
16 MR. REISCHL: Andweobvioudy would  19:01:57 16 rocks, you know, doing lots of damageto atank unit  19:04:45
17 liketo dothat. But the Army has been pushing for  19:01:58 17 if they can lure the tank unit into doing something  19:04:49
18 more strategic lift of al types, more roll-on, 19:02:.01 18 stupid, like attack light infantry in the rocks. 19:04:53
19 roll-off shipsthat are 30-knot ships. Wecanget  19:02:05 19 A SPECTATOR: But light vehiclesare not 19:04:57
20 anywherein seven days with a 30-knot ship. 19:02:09 20 new, correct? 19:04:59
21 But there are only about six of them.  19:02:14 21 MR. REISCHL: Light vehiclesarenot  19:04:59
22 We could use more of thosetoo. And that goestothe 19:02:16 22 new. The2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, whichisa  19:05:02
23 issue of fivedivisionsin 30 days, anywhere. 19:02:19 23 light vehicle-based unit, has been coming out here  19:05:08
24 Y ou can't -- there's no way that airlift 19:02:23 24 every other year ever since they were stood up. 19:05:10
25 will supply that deployment, that deployment problem. 19:02:26 25 A SPECTATOR: That sort of leadsinto  19:05:17
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1 oneof my other questions. Itsfuturetraining type 19:05:19 1 thenext 25years. That'sabout all, you know, with  19:08:12
2 of possihilities with the new, higher-velocity weapons 19:05:23 2 asmuch crystal ball aswe can have. 19:08:17
3 onlight vehiclesthat can shoot way off the current  19:05:28 3 A SPECTATOR: That'swhat | waslooking 19:08:21
4 rangesintheory. But are you planning for that, as  19:05:32 4 for. 19:08:21
5 well, inthismix of scenarios? Because thisdoesn't 19:05:35 5 MR. REISCHL: Let me now transition into 19:08:24
6 look like much spaceif that'sit. 19:05:38 6 thedetailsof land expansion. 19:08:26
7 MR. REISCHL: Yes. Well, weare 19:05:41 7 We have been trying to do land expansion 19:08:33
8 planning for al of that to happen. Thereis-- of 19:05:43 8 dince 1986. Weactualy -- the actual progressreally 19:08:34
9 course, you have direct fire weapons that are kind of  19:05:45 9 darted in October of last year when wereceiveda  19:08:42
10 likethislaser shooting from hereto there. Weadso 19:05:48 10 directive. 19:08:47
11 have what's called non-line-of-sight-type weapons that 19:05:52 11 Basicaly it was a Congressiona 19:08:49
12 shoot over the next hill. And we have acategory of 19:05:56 12 initiative brokered through Senator Feinsteinand ~ 19:08:51
13 weapons caled beyond-line-of-sight weapons that shoot 19:06:00 | 13 Congressman Lewiswhere weweretold to get withthe 19:08:56
14 along way and they're precision. 19:06:05 14 DOI, develop aplan for land expansion for the 19:09:00
15 We will train anything the Army hasin  19:06:07 15 Nationd Training Center. 19:09:05
16 itsinventory. Our mission isto make sure unitscan 19:06:09 16 So back in October we developed aland  19:09:08
17 trainwith what they are going to go to war with.  19:06:13 17 expansion option with the DOI. 19:09:10
18 So assoon asthey field it -- oneof  19:06:16 18 That option was put into a bill that was 19:09:16
19 the componentsof fieldingitisatraining syssem  19:06:18 19 signed by President Clinton in December of 2000. What 19:09:21
20 that allowsyou to train with it. 19:06:20 20 that bill required was for DA and DOI to come up with  19:09:27
21 Now, the second part of your question, 19:06:23 21 an expedited plan to expand the Nationa Training  19:09:32
22 though, was actually really the one that's harder to  19:06:25 22 Center. 19:09:35
23 answer, but | talked about afootprint of 60 milesby 19:06:31 23 It stipulated that it must beajoint  19:09:35
24 30 miles. Wdll, that's not 60 miles. 19:06:37 24 plan and that all of the NEPA/ESA regulationshadto  19:09:39
25 The way we deal with that now isweuse 19:06:42 25 be complied with. 19:09:45
Page 39 Page 41
1 afamily of smulations that looks at the battlefield 19:06:44 1 It also authorized about $75 million for 19:09:48
2 inanareatha'sway out herelikethis, abouta  19:06:51 2 mitigation and compensation. 19:09:52
3 200 -- at least a 100-by-200-mile footprint. It's  19:06:54 3 That was a number jointly developed by  19:09:56
4 called the battle space. 19:07:00 4 DA and DOI that was really a best guess as to what the 19:09:58
5 And what wewill do inthat areawhere  19:07:01 5 mitigation might cost. That's where that number came 19:10:03
6 theunit couldn't see eyes on, that they will havea 19:07:03 6 from. 19:10:.07
7 sensor feed. They use an unmanned aerial vehicle, a  19:07:09 7 These werethetimelinesthat were  19:10:10
8 JSTARSradar. And that will befedinto acomputer  19:07:15 8 dipulated in the bill: 19:10:12
9 and simulated, fed into a computer, and then sent down 19:07:19 9 120 daysto formulate aplan. Doneon 19:10:14
10 tothe brigade's systemsin the field. 19:07:23 10 the 5th of July. 19:10:16
11 So they might be tracking an enemy 19:07:26 11 24 monthsto completethe EIS. Due  19:10:18
12 that'sup here. Of coursethey can't see them because 19:07:29 12 December thisyear. 19:10:22
13 they can't go up there. 19:07:32 13 30 months to complete all NEPA actions. 19:10:24
14 But when that enemy getsto right there, 19:07:34 14 Due June of next year. 19:10:27
15 the boundary, it's replaced by an opposing force 19:07:39 15 That'swhat'sin the bill and what we  19:10:29
16 vehicle, an actua vehicle, and then it becomesareal 19:07:40 16 aretrying to march to under the -- under the current  19:10:31
17 systemtothem. That'show we ded with now and plan 19:07:47 | 17 planthat we have. 19:10:36
18 todedl with in the future a bigger battlefield. 19:07:50 18 That draft legisation and the expansion 19:10:40
19 Y ou know, somebody this afternoon said  19:07:54 19 plan went to Congress on the 5th of July. 19:10:42
20 youjust keep adding and pretty soonyouregoingto 19:07:55 20 The draft legidation for the withdrawal 19:10:48
21 want Southern California 19:07:58 21 of theland wasinserted into the FY 2002 Defense 19:10:51
22 Well, we sort of use Southern California 19:08:02 22 Authorization Bill. Andit wassigned by President  19:10:59
23 right now because it's on the computer. 19:08:03 23 Bush, 11th of January of thisyear. Sotheland, 19:11:06
24 Now, in terms of ground space, thisis  19:08:07 24 about 115,000 acres, has been withdrawn from public  19:11:10
25 what we think we're going to need for ground space for 19:08:12 25 useand given to the Army. 19:11:15
11 (Pages 38to 41)
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1 | would emphasize, though, that per the 19:11:18 1 We have identified six alternatives.  19:14:55
2 regulation, the Army might be the owner of theland, 19:11:23 2 And, again, these are the ones that we would like ~ 19:14:58
3 but we are not authorized to train on it until after 19:11:27 3 comment on, factors and alternatives. 19:15.01
4 al of the NEPA actions are completed -- mitigation, 19:11:32 4 Thisisthe study area, 244,000 acres.  19:15:06
5 compensation, those types of things are done. 19:11:38 5 Itisnotandternative. Itismerely asummary of 19:15:11
6 Depending on the size of the areathat  19:11:46 6 dl thelandsthat are affected by any of the 19:15:15
7 isused, there are about 12,000 acres-- orupto  19:11:46 7 dternatives. 19:15:20
8 12,000 acres of land that is private that will haveto 19:11:50 8 Alternativel: Thisisthelandthat 19:15:25
9 beacquired. That was not affected by the withdrawal. 19:11:53 9 wasinthelegidation, the withdrawal legidation. 19:15:31
10 And that will have to be negotiated for and purchased 19:11:58 10 Thisistheland that has actually been withdrawn,  19:15:35
11 &fter the NEPA actions are complete. 19:12:01 11 115,000 acres. Consists of in the east about 45,000 19:15:38
12 We are using a supplemental EISasthe 19:12:09 12 acres. Weknow of no endangered speciesin that area. 19:15:44
13 vehicleto complete the NEPA actions. Wedid adraft 19:12:13 | 13 The area adong the power corridor realy 19:15:51
14 in1997. Instead of just throwingit out andthe  19:12:17 14 jus straightens out the boundary and gives usa 19:15:55
15 severa million dollars worth of work that went into  19:12:24 15 defined boundary so that we can put a buffer zonein  19:15:58
16 it, weareusing those parts of the EISwhichare  19:12:27 16 between thetraining and the Department of Water &  19:16:02
17 il applicable and supplementing it with the other  19:12:29 17 Power's power towers. 19:16:07
18 piecesthat either were not thereor areno longer  19:12:33 18 In the south, 22,000 acres are proposed  19:16:10
19 applicable. 19:12:37 19 tobereopentotraining. Thesehavebeenclosed  19:16:14
20 The Army has taken over fromthe BLM as 19:12:39 20 since1993. Thisisphysicaly Fort Irwinlandand  19:16:20
21 thelead agency basicaly becauseit'sthe Army's  19:12:43 21 did not have to be withdrawn. 19:16:23
22 action. 19:12:47 22 The western expansion in the northern  19:16:27
23 Currently, three endangered speciesthat 19:12:49 23 Superior Valey is about 66,000 acres. Now, | forgot. 19:16:31
24  weknow of. Not complete so we're not sure that 19:12:52 24 Thisis-- some of it's desert tortoise critical 19:16:43
25 that'sal of them, but three that we know of. 19:12:57 25 habitat. 19:16:46
Page 43 Page 45
1 Aspart of the NEPA process, lotsof ~ 19:13:01 1 66,000 acresinthewest. Thereis  19:16:47
2 studies, consultationshavetogoon. Thesearedl 19:13:04 2 desert tortoise critical habitat, aswell as 19:16:51
3 ongoing aswe speak. 19:13:07 3 populations of Lane Mountain milk vetch inthewest. 19:16:54
4 Other considerations: Recreation, ORV. 19:13:13 4 134,000 acres, of which about 110,000 19:16:59
5 The Department of Water & Power has apower corridor  19:13:18 5 aresarenew. 22-plusthousand acresareaready  19:17:03
6 inthesoutheast. There are mining claims, both 19:13:22 6 part of Fort Irwin. 19:17:11
7 commercia and private. And upto 12,000 acresof ~ 19:13:27 7 Alternative Il is the early 2000 19:17:15
8 privatelandinthearea 19:13:29 8 proposa by the BLM. It was one of the steps that was 19:17:21
9 Cooperating agencies are -- asyou see, 19:13:33 9 used on the way to the DA/DOI compromise. 19:17:27
10 weareworking with all of themto developthe EIS, 19:13:36 10 It takesthe same areainthe east. And 19:17:35
11 andthey al have apiece of the EIS. 19:13:39 11 it addresses about two-thirds of the width of the ~ 19:17:38
12 Thesearethetimelines. Thelast  19:13:45 12 Coyote Basin. 19:17:42
13 scoping meeting will be on Saturday. The draft BA is 19:13:56 13 Now, the thing to understand on thisis, 19:17:45
14 inpreparation right now. And we think the draft will 19:14:00 14 thisareaisnot part of the withdrawal legidation. 19:17:48
15 beout about March. That will trigger aSection7  19:14:04 15 If the Army selectsthis option, it will be required  19:17:55
16 consultation. We're assured that the Fish & Wildlife 19:14:08 16 to go back to Congress and to have that -- and to have 19:17:58
17 Servicewill do arecord job and haveit donein 135 19:14:15 17 that land withdrawn with some obvious drawbacksto  19:18:04
18 days. 19:14:19 18 that course of action. 19:18:09
19 Wanting to put the supplemental onthe 19:14:23 19 Of course, thisareais desert tortoise  19:18:10
20 streetin December. That will trigger about a 19:14:25 20 critical habitat. 19:18:14
21 six-month public hearing period wherewewill have  19:14:30 21 A SPECTATOR: Canl ak aquestion?  19:18:16
22 extensive public hearings, hoping to findizethe EIS 19:14:33 22 MR. REISCHL: Yes. 19:18:18
23 inJune, record of decision, and then commencethe  19:14:38 23 A SPECTATOR: Canyou describewhy the  19:18:20
24 acquisition of land and the application of mitigation 19:14:43 24 Army would prefer one option or another? 19:18:20
25 and compensation measures. 19:14:47 25 Wheat isthe configuration of theland  19:18:24
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1 that isimportant from the military perspective? 19:18:26 1 If you've ever seen the Coyote Basin,  19:21:56

2 Becausewe can't get that from this map. 19:18:31 2 itsflatasabilliard table. Youcanseedl the 19:21:56

3 MR. REISCHL: Okay. Let mego back one. 19:18:34 3 way acrossit. Youwould never fightinthat area 19:21:59

4 Thisistheland that wasin the 19:18:47 4 because you cant live out there. You would bekilled 19:22:03

5 withdrawal legidation. We selected this piece 19:18:48 5 bytheenemy. Sothat oneis-- haslessvauefor 19:22:07

6 becauseit givesusaplaceto put logisticsunitsso  19:18:55 6 maneuver. 19:22:09

7 that we can use the entire width of the current 19:19:00 7 Thethird dternative takesonly the  19:22:12

8 Fort Irwin as combat area. That'sfor arotation that 19:19:05 8 eadt gate and straightens out thisboundary. This  19:22:17

9 startsin the east and goesto the west. 19:19:11 9 alternative has no endangered speciesinit. Thereis 19:22:23
10 For arotation that goes fromthewest  19:19:15 10 no critical habitat and no endangered species. And  19:22:26
11 totheess, thisarea, especidly rightinhere,  19:19:18 11 obvioudy what it gives usis the eastern objective or 19:22:33
12 givesusaset of terrain that we call closeterrain 19:19:22 12 logigticsarea. 19:22:37
13 that requires-- it'sagood place to fight dismounted 19:19:30 13 The fourth dternative wasthe Army's  19:22:42
14 infantry. It'sagood placeto defeat armor. It'sa 19:19:34 14 answer to the BLM dternative. Andwhat it doesfor 19:22:47
15 hard placetofightinto. Andsowewantedtouse  19:19:38 15 the Army isthe eastern area expands the centra 19:22:52
16 basicaly thiswestern haf asan objectiveareain  19:19:41 16 corridor, but it givestwo routesto getintothe  19:22:57
17 thetraining. 19:19:46 17 western area. 19:23:03
18 Theareainthe south, currently a ~ 19:19:49 18 Y ou can either maneuver south of the  19:23:04
19 brigade operates on afootprint that'sat least 10 19:19:53 19 Paradise Mountains and up this way, or you can 19:23:06
20 mileswide because of the range of its systems. 19:19:56 20 maneuver directly west into the Superior Valley. 19:23:09
21 Weright now arelimited tothisarea  19:20:01 21 Aspart of the compromise, the Army ~ 19:23:17
22 right in here because of the impact of thisline. The 19:20:04 22 essentidly gave up about 45,000 acres down here 19:23:21
23 90 UTM line does not allow us enough space to operate  19:20:09 23 because of its sensitivity as critical habitat. 19:23:28
24 inhere. Essentialy you can put atank right there  19:20:14 24 A SPECTATOR: | have aquick question on 19:23:35
25 and you can put atank right there, and they can fire 19:20:18 25 Alternativelll. It lookslike-- onthismap here 19:23:37

Page 47 Page 49

1 dl theway across the corridor. 19:20:22 1 includesthe UTM 90 lands, but you said it didn't. It 19:23:39

2 And so what you've got essentialy isa 19:20:24 2 wasonly theeast. Oh. 19:23:44

3 valey of death. Soit'snot good for brigade-level  19:20:26 3 MR. REISCHL: No. Thereareno UTM -- 19:23:49

4 training so we don't train in there. 19:20:31 4 A SPECTATOR: Okay. Well, thismapis 19:23:56

5 The areaout herelikewisegivesusa  19:20:33 5 wrong becauseit looks like it includesit onthismap 19:23:57

6 good place for logistics support areasout inthe  19:20:39 6 here. Andit'snot--itsamistakeonthemap,  19:24:00

7 west. Thisareain hereisaso good closeterrain  19:20:43 7 then? 19:24:06

8 forinfantry, heavy vehicle kinds of training 19:20:48 8 MR. REISCHL: Thisdternativeisnot -- 19:24:08

9 operations. 19:20:53 9 okay. It taysasano-useareainthisalternative. 19:24:08
10 So each place can be used as an 19:20:55 10 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:24:13
11 objectiveor asasupport area. And thesouthern  19:20:58 11 MR. REISCHL: Just theway itisnow. 19:24:15
12 portion can be used as a -- gives us a second maneuver 19:21:.02 | 12 A SPECTATOR: With the older -- the EISs 19:24:18
13 corridor that we don't have now. And you'll see 19:21:08 13 back in'97 or '98, the preferred alternative, if | 19:24:21
14 variations of al of thosein the other alternatives. 19:21:12 14 remember correctly, was going into the five Wilderness 19:24:24
15 This one -- quite honestly, thereason  19:21:16 15 Study Areasover theeast and thenalsousingthat ~ 19:24:26
16 that the Army doesn't likeit and didn't likeit when 19:21:19 16 northernmost strip. 19:24:30
17 it was proposed is because theresno real advantage 19:21:22 17 MR. REISCHL: Uh-huh. 19:24:31
18 totraining out here. It'svery flat. 19:21:28 18 A SPECTATOR: That'sared different 19:24:32
19 We never train on lakes becauseit's-- 19:21:30 19 landscape from the landscape in the currently proposed 19:24:33
20 becausethey break the crugt, cause dust, plusthey  19:21:34 20 dternative. 19:24:36
21 get wet. So that would be automaticaly off limits.  19:21:38 21 MR. REISCHL: That dternativeisno  19:24:36
22 And the operations need to go from here 19:21:41 22 longer under consideration. 19:24:37
23 tothere. And the problem isthere'sno reason -- we 19:21:44 23 A SPECTATOR: Can you explain why that's 19:24.42
24 would never maneuver out herein thisflat, open 19:21:49 24  the preferred dternative, then, and theresavery  19:24:43
25 ground. 19:21:53 25 different aternative now characteristically? 19:24:47
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1 MR. REISCHL: | can't explain why itis. 19:24:49 1 Yes. Question. 19:28:10
2 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:24:51 2 A SPECTATOR: I'm curious about the 19:28:14
3 MR. REISCHL: Honestly, my history was| 19:24:53 3 eastern portion there. You say theré'sno endangered  19:28:15
4 cameto the project about '97. And thefirst question 19:24:57 4 orlisted species. Arethere senditive speciesor  19:28:17
5 | asked was, why are we doing that? Becausewesaid 19:24:59 5 speciesof federa concern? 19:28:21
6 wearen't going to maneuver tanksout there. We  19:25:05 6 MR. REISCHL: Nonethat weknow of at  19:28:23
7 aentgoing -- and so why arewe asking for it?  19:25:08 7 thistime. We know it's not tortoise critical 19:28:24
8 So we cameto believeit wasa 19:25:11 8 habitat. Nonethat we know of. 19:28:31
9 nongtarter for an argument, both from atraining 19:25:14 9 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:28:35
10 perspective and an environmental perspective. Sowe 19:25:17 10 MR. REISCHL: And if somebody knows,  19:28:36
11 just walked away fromit. 19:25:20 11 wed liketo know. 19:28:38
12 And honestly, | can't tell youwhy,  19:25:26 12 Itisa-- you probably know, that'sthe 19:28:43
13 except we cameto our sensesor lost 'em, whichever.  19:25:27 13 South Avawatz Wilderness Study Area, but | don't 19:28:46
14 A SPECTATOR: Do you know thereasonwhy 19:25:34 | 14 believethere are any endangered or threatened species 19:28:50
15 BLM preferred Alternative Il versus-- or any other  19:25:43 15 init. Nonethat we know of. 19:28:55
16 critica habitat areas? 19:25:50 16 A SPECTATOR: Doyouhaveto address  19:28:58
17 MR. REISCHL: Honedtly, | dontknow  19:25:54 17 potential impacts because of tortoise habitat, not ~ 19:28:59
18 why. Butl know that it did not fitinthe Army's ~ 19:25:54 18 necessarily critical habitat? 19:29:06
19 training model. Soit was-- 19:25:57 19 MR. REISCHL: Dowehaveto? Yes. And 19:29:11
20 Inthe EIS -- one of thethingsthis  19:26:05 20 weare. 19:29:12
21 meetingisgoingto help usdecideto doisdecide  19:26:08 21 Sir. 19:29:13
22 what dternatives we are going to keep. We havethe 19:26:10 22 A SPECTATOR: Yeah. Hopefully, abrief 19:29:19
23 authority or opportunity to get rid of some of them, 19:26:13 23 quedtion. It saysat thetop of thebrochurethat  19:29:19
24 and we haveto make that decision later. Andall of 19:26:17 24 there are other dternatives. This showsfive. 19:29:20
25 theadternatives may not be kept. 19:26:21 25 Presumably one of these, | think, by federd law is  19:29:24
Page 51 Page 53
1 Okay. That'slll. 19:26:26 1 required to be no action. 19:29:28
2 No. IV, likel said, wasthe Army's  19:26:29 2 MR. REISCHL: You got to wait. 19:29:30
3 dternative and wanted essentialy multipleroutes  19:26:32 3 A SPECTATOR: Okay. But| guessthe  19:29:31
4 intothisarea It wasnegotiated away inthe 19:26:38 4 bottom-line question that I'm gettingtois. Doyou  19:29:33
5 negotiations with DOI. 19:26:44 5 havean dternative which shows Leach Lake? And|  19:29:35
6 And, again, thisis-- thisissimilar  19:26:46 6 will addressit morelater. But | just need ayesor 19:29:40
7 totheOption|l, whichisthe BLM dternative. This 19:26:48 7 no. 19:29:42
8 land hereisnot included in the land withdrawal 19:26:54 8 MR. REISCHL: No. 19:29:43
9 legidation. Soif the Army wereto try to go to this 19:27:02 9 A SPECTATOR: Thank you. 19:29:45
10 area, wewould haveto get supplementd legidation 19:27:06 | 10 MR. REISCHL: And | can talk about why. 19:29:45
11 withdrawing that land. 19:27:12 11 A SPECTATOR: | don'tcare. | dont  19:29:48
12 So we are going to have to, again, 19:27:15 12 know how you want to handle this procedure. | guess 19:29:50
13 figure out how to deal with that. Either leaveit, 19:27:18 13 you'retrying to wrap up this, and then we will goto 19:29:52
14 tekeit out. 19:27:22 14 forma comments or something? 19:29:55
15 A SPECTATOR: Isitaready publicland 19:27:22 15 MR. REISCHL: Yes. 19:29:55
16 orisit private? 19:27:23 16 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:29:57
17 MR. REISCHL: There'salot of public  19:27:28 17 MR. REISCHL: | just redly --what ~ 19:29:58
18 land-- or, excuse me-- alot of privatelandin ~ 19:27:30 18 wereredly tryingtodo -- no. It'sacomplicated 19:29:59
19 here. It'sabout 6,000 -- about 6,000 acresjust in  19:27:34 19 issue, and | apologize thisistaking so long. Butif 19:30:03
20 thisarea 19:27:41 20 you understand, then you can really decide, you know, 19:30:06
21 In the original withdrawn portion, 19:27:44 21 what theredl issuesare. 19:30:10
22 there'sabout 12,000 acresin that. 19:27:46 22 Again, thisaternativeis Army -- 19:30:15
23 Thefifth alternative isto use critical 19:27:54 23 Army-owned critical habitat or non- -- or not critical 19:30:19
24 habitat -- only critical habitat that belongstothe 19:28:00 24  habitat. 19:30:24
25 Army or areas with no critical habitet. 19:28:03 25 Thefinal aternativeisno action.  19:30:26
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1 These-- at the present time these are the only 19:30:37 1 training -- its payback for training. Itsbest useis 19:33:34
2 dternativesthat are being considered. Other onesin 19:30:40 2 what weuseit for now. 19:33:40
3 the'97 DEIS, the 337,000 acres, those ones arein the 19:30:43 3 Sir. 19:33:42
4 nolonger considered option. 19:30:50 4 A SPECTATOR: Istheeconomic anadlysis 19:33:45
5 Points of contact: | would dlsotell  19:31:00 5 behind that claim going to beincluded inthe EIS?  19:33:46
6 youwe have-- | think we have a pretty good Web site. 19:31:03 6 Becausel would redly appreciate seeing that. 19:33:51
7 Wetry and put everything on there. And we will 19:31.06 7 MS. WERTENBERGER: Thecostisnotthe 19:33:56
8 continueto put thingson. If thereisadocument  19:31:09 8 issue. Theissueisit doesn't work for the purpose  19:33:57
9 that you want that you don't see that you think should 19:31:12 9 of theaction. Andif we never used it for anything, 19:34:00
10 beontheWeb site, send usanote. Andif wecan  19:31:16 10 youwould be -- 19:34:05
11 findit andit'srelevant, we can get it on there, we 19:31:21 11 MR. REISCHL: If wedon't view that it's 19:34:06
12 will putit on. 19:31:24 12 aviabletraining corridor, and it won't be, that's  19:34:08
13 A SPECTATOR: Legidation. 19:31:25 13 thebest -- the chief reason. Becauseif wecleared 19:34:16
14 MR. REISCHL: Assoonaswegetacopy 19:31:27 14 it, it'snot agood placeto train. Itismore 19:34:18
15 of it. We have-- the 2000 legidationisonthere. 19:31:28 15 vauablefor training in what it isdoing right now, 19:34:21
16 But the 2002, as soon aswe get afina copy of it, it 19:31:34 16 whichisaplaceto drop bombs and shoot MOS rockets  19:34:24
17 will go onthere. 19:31:39 17 and attack helicopters and things like that. 19:34:29
18 Questions? | think we've dedlt with  19:31:43 18 Wehavetodo al of thosethings. If 19:34:32
19 most of them. 19:31:45 19 wedidn't have Leach Lake, we wouldn't have anyplace  19:34:35
20 But did you want to talk about Leach  19:31:47 20 todoit. 19:34:37
21 Lake? 19:31:48 21 A SPECTATOR: Soyou'resuggestingit's 19:34:39
22 A SPECTATOR: Me? 19:31:50 22 not been considered in the past? 19:34:43
23 MR. REISCHL: Thereason Leach Lakeis 19:31:51 23 MR. REISCHL: It hasbeen considered.  19:34:43
24 not on thereisit does not support the Army's 19:31:53 24 We considered it in adevelopment of the alternatives, 19:34:45
25 training process aswe seeit in the future. 19:31:56 25 and we crossed it off thelist. 19:34:47
Page 55 Page 57
1 Leach Lake -- there are two avenuesinto 19:32:02 1 A SPECTATOR: So it has been considered? 19:34:54
2 LeachlLake. Thereisoneright thereand oneright 19:32:05 2 MR. REISCHL: Yes. 19:34:58
3 there. It does not support the maneuver of abrigade 19:32:09 3 MS. WERTENBERGER: It's been considered 19:34:58
4 inthere. 19:32:12 4 becauseit's been brought up in scoping meetings, but  19:34:59
5 If you look -- if you takeatopomap  19:32:15 5 it'snot been aconsideration for the Army because  19:35:02
6 andlook at it, because of the mountainrangesand ~ 19:32:17 6 it'sbeenusedadl thetime. 19:35:05
7 thingslike that, there's only one maneuverablearea  19:32:20 7 MR. REISCHL: Andit'snot in any 19:35.07
8 inLeach Lake, andit'sright there. Therest of it 19:32:23 8 dternative. 19:35:.08
9 isvery narrow. 19:32:28 9 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:35:09
10 And, again, an Army operation hasto go 19:32:29 10 A SPECTATOR: Doesthat meanit'snot 19:35:11
11 from heretothere. Thereisnotherein Leach Lake. 19:32:32 11 appropriatefor live-fire exercises? 19:35:13
12 That'sNo. 1. 19:32:37 12 MR. REISCHL: Itisappropriste. Wedo 19:35:18
13 No. 2isitisan activebombing range 19:32:39 13 dolivefire up there and intend to continue. 19:35:18
14 thatisacritical part of the training rotation right 19:32:43 14 Right now it's not used for ground 19:35:21
15 now, and it will be. 19:32:48 15 direct livefire. Inother words, flat-trgjectory ~ 19:35:26
16 The inventory of active bombing ranges 19:32:50 16 wespons off of ground systems like tanks. 19:35:30
17 throughout the world is shrinking. Thisone, there's 19:32:54 17 A SPECTATOR: That'swhat | was 19:35:34
18 noreasontocloseit. Anditisamajor rangebeing 19:32:58 18 referring to. 19:35:35
19 used by the Air Force from Nellis, Fallon dropsthere 19:33:03 19 MR. REISCHL: What we useit for isthe 19:35:36
20 and also the Navy from Lemooreisbeginningtouse  19:33:07 | 20 Air Force drops bombsin there and shootsrockets.  19:35:37
21 that area. So it gets used even outside of the 19:33:10 21 Theartillery fires dud-producing 19:35:43
22 rotation becauseit's an asset that the DOD needs.  19:33:14 22 munitions, these improved conventional munitions, in  19:35:46
23 Third issue: To clear it, estimates are 19:33:20 23 there. Andwe use attack helicoptersto shoot live  19:35:51
24 inessence -- in excess of $250 millionto do that.  19:33:24 24 ordnanceinto those. And that'sthe only placethat 19:35:54
25 Andit's not cost-effective to do that in terms of its 19:33:29 25 wehave 19:35:58
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1 We no longer at Fort Irwin shoot 19:35:59 1 asupplement, but it'salso acompleteredraft. So  19:39:01
2 dud-producing munitions anywhere on main post because 19:36:02 2 you'regoing to see abrand-new EIS. Butit'scaled 19:39:05
3 weconsider that it'sal amaneuver space. Sowe  19:36:05 3 asupplement for that reason so we don't waste al the 19:39:08
4 shoot only inert kinds of munitions or munitionsthat 19:36:10 4 work that was done before and all the public comment.  19:39:11
5 havevirtually ahundred percent probability of going 19:36:13 5 A SPECTATOR: | waswondering what your 19:39:15
6 off. 19:36:16 6 plan of actioniswhen the Fish & Wildlife Service  19:39:17
7 A SPECTATOR: | haveaquestion. Is  19:36:22 7 issuesitsjeopardy opinion. 19:39:21
8 thereany plansfor any foreign military trainingat  19:36:22 8 MR. REISCHL: Our planistohaveas 19:39:25
9 thisbase? 19:36:25 9 good -- such agreat BA that they don't do that. 19:39:25
10 MR. REISCHL: Weusedtodo-- weused 19:36:26 10 A SPECTATOR: Okay. | meanthat's 19:39:32
11 to have people who trained acompany of Australian ~ 19:36:29 11 what -- 19:39:32
12 infantry or thingslikethat. That program was 19:36:35 12 MR. REISCHL: | don't know what elsel 19:39:32
13 basicaly stopped about two years ago because thereis 19:36:37 13 cantell you. Webelieve -- we believe that wecan  19:39:32
14 noroomintherotational scheduleto bring allied  19:36:41 14 come up with mitigation and compensation to account  19:39:36
15 armiesout. Soweno longer doit. 19:36:47 15 for theissuesthat peoplewill associate withthe  19:39:41
16 And | don't know of any -- | don't know 19:36:53 16 area 19:39:47
17 of any plansto do it in the future. 19:36:55 17 A SPECTATOR: But it will bedropped if 19:39:51
18 Theissueisthat Fort Irwinisabout  19:36:57 18 thebiological opinion isjeopardy? 19:39:53
19 maxed inits capacity to accept unitscoming in. And 19:36:59 19 MR. REISCHL: | can't tell you that. We 19:39:56
20 our goal isto get every battalion commander, company 19:37:04 20 have been, you know, working on it for 16 years. | 19:40:01
21 commander, brigade commander at least onetraining  19:37:09 21 don't know why -- | mean why -- 19:40:03
22 rotation during their command period. Todothat, 19:37:12 22 A SPECTATOR: Justintermsof taking 19:40:07
23 precludes us from having other countriescomeinand 19:37:15 23 into account new biological data on continued declines 19:40:08
24 usethearea. 19:37:20 24 of the desert tortoise, for example. 19:40:13
25 They also can't afford it. 19:37:23 25 MR. REISCHL: And theresaso 19:40:16
Page 59 Page 61
1 A SPECTATOR: Youweresaying earlier 19:37:28 1 biological datathat saystheresalot morethings 19:40:17
2 that thisisasupplemental EISbuilding onthedraft 19:37:28 2 than we thought there were. 19:40:20
3 EIS, but dso severa yearshave goneby. Andasyou 19:37:32 3 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:40:24
4 werediscussing earlier, the preferred aternativeat  19:37:35 4 A SPECTATOR: You'refindingalot more 19:40:25
5 that timewasdifferent. Andfor me, justraisnga 19:37:37 5 tortoises than you thought there were? 19:40:26
6 question of how you make the distinction between what 19:37:41 6 MR. REISCHL: Excuse me?
7 promptsafull EISversuswhenyou'rejust willingto 19:37:43 7 A SPECTATOR: You'refindingalot more 19:40:29
8 doasupplementa EIS. 19:37:47 8 tortoises than you thought there were? 19:40:30
9 MR. REISCHL: Everythinginthe EISwhen 19:37:50 9 MR. REISCHL: Actudly, werefindinga 19:40:31
10 itisput will becurrent. Itisafull EIS. | mean 19:37:53 10 ot fewer than you said there were earlier. 19:40:33
11 thereareno parts-- wearejust using -- if -- for  19:38:02 11 A SPECTATOR: | didn't say that. 19:40:39
12 example, the environmental baseline study for 19:38:07 12 MR. REISCHL: No. I'm pulling your leg. 19:40:40
13 hazardous materias, we are using the one from the '97 19:38:10 13 I'mpulling your leg. 19:40:42
14 draft EIS. And we are updating it to makeit current. 19:38:15 14 Honestly, we haven't been given apass  19:40:45
15 Honestly, most of it will be changed or  19:38:25 15 on NEPA, and well haveto deal with that, honestly.  19:40:47
16 updated. But some of thethingsthat wereinitwill 19:38:27 16 And| don't know, you know, what theissueis-- you 19:40:49
17 just becarried forward. Soitwill beatotaly — 19:38:29 17 know, what the issues are going to be. 19:40:51
18 current document when you seeit. 19:38:33 18 Y ou know, we're working on mitigation  19:40:56
19 MS. WERTENBERGER: It'sbeingcdleda 19:38:43 19 and compensation measures that perhapstake careof  19:40:58
20 supplement because we aready have aproject. Andto 19:38:44 20 theissuesthat we're going to generate by training on 19:41:04
21 dart over again with a brand-new document, that means 19:38:48 21 theland. 19:41:08
22 dl the public commenting and all thescopingthat  19:38:51 22 You know, alot of peopledwayssay, 19:41:10
23 happened before were basically gone. 19:38:54 23 wall, you're going to kill every tortoise below the  19:41:11
24 Wewant to be ableto incorporate dl of 19:38:56 24 9-0. That'snot true. Ther€slotsof tortoises  19:41:14
25 the stuff from the very beginning so werecdlingit 19:38:58 25 abovethe 9-0. We seethem every day. And, you know, 19:41:21
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1 well have to dea with that in the process. 19:41:23 1 A SPECTATOR: Wéll, possible other 19:43:57
2 We know that -- we know that milk vetch 19:41:26 2 damagethat wasn't considered in thisinitial phase  19:43:58
3 isanissue. It used to be about 800 of them. We now 19:41:29 3 that could come up down the road. 19:43:59
4 think there's thousands more than that. Sowewould 19:41:34 4 MR. REISCHL: | would assumeif that's 19:44:03
5 liketo come up with amitigation plan that allowsus 19:41:40 5 required, that will happen. It'skind of ahard 19:44:05
6 totrain where we need to train and protect wherewe  19:41:42 6 question to answer because | don't know. Wethink  19:44:11
7 needto protect. But that's why we're doing the 19:41:46 7 weévelooked 25 years down theroad. And, you know, 19:44:15
8 process. 19:41:49 8 what we know now iswhat we know. 19:44:19
9 Y ou know, we're not assuming ajeopardy  19:41:49 9 A SPECTATOR: Anytimewefiddany new 19:44:25
10 opinion. We're hoping we don't get one. We're 19:41:52 10 system or equipment, we have to go through NEPA and  19:44:29
11 planning that we don't need one. But, you know, welll 19:41:56 11 evauateitsimpact. So anytimethere'sanew weapon 19:44:33
12 haveto figure out how to deal with it if we get one. 19:42:01 12 or anew way of fighting, we would have to addressit 19:44:38
13 Weknow it's the name of the game. 19:42:05 13 under National Environmental Policy Act. Andwedo  19:44:40
14 A SPECTATOR: Areyou considering 19:42:09 14 that. 19:44:44
15 off-ste mitigation, or isit entirely... (Inaudible  19:42:11 15 MR. REISCHL: I'mway over. | apologize 19:44:50
16 from the audience.) 19:42:14 16 for that. One more question. 19:44:51
17 MR. REISCHL: Both. Weare considering 19:42:17 17 Y es, maam. 19:44:54
18 both. 19:42:18 18 A SPECTATOR: Will the content of the  19:44:55
19 A SPECTATOR: Will therebeaspart of 19:42:22 19 scoping meetings be on your Web site? 19:44:57
20 the documentation some sort of analysis of theimpact 19:42:23 20 MR. REISCHL: Marcia, arewegoingtodo 19:45:02
21 of whichever aternatives upon the West Mojave 19:42:28 21 that? 19:45:03
22 Multispecies Plan? 19:42:31 22 We will probably publish the scoping  19:45:06
23 MS. WERTENBERGER: It'sconsidered as-- 19:42:35 23 report, and the actual transcripts and commentswill  19:45:07
24 it'sin the cumulative impact section. 19:42:39 24 beavailable by request. 19:45:11
25 A SPECTATOR: But you're not goingto do 19:42:45 25 A SPECTATOR: Very good. 19:45:15
Page 63 Page 65
1 it dternative by aternative? 19:42:47 1 MR. REISCHL: There's hundreds of pages 19:45:19
2 MS. WERTENBERGER: Yeah. Asfaras  19:42:50 2 of comments. So putting it on the Web siteis 19:45:22
3 cumulativeimpact section, you mean? What doyou — 19:42:51 3 probably not practical. But wewill generate a 19:45:23
4 mean? 19:42:54 4 scoping report, which isaroll-up of everything 19:45:26
5 A SPECTATOR: Wéll, each -- you have -- 19:42:55 5 that -- dl of theissuesthat have come out of this. 19:45:31
6 wehavesix dternatives. Each oneincluding no 19:42:57 6 A SPECTATOR: How comemoreinformation 19:45:41
7 impact, therewill be adifference upon -- you know, 19:43:00 7 wasn't -- more detail wasn't done on the mitigation? 19:45:42
8 theimpact upon the West Mojave plan would be 19:43:04 8 And how comeyou didn't put a specific areawhereyou 19:45:45
9 potentially six generalizing different impacts onthe 19:43:06 9 weregoing to do mitigation? It wasn't goingtobe  19:45:49
10 West Mojave. 19:43:09 10 Alternativel, Il or II1. 19:45.57
11 So will there be a statement in each of  19:43:10 11 MR. REISCHL: Whatever the mitigationis 19:45:59
12 theoptions? -- an analysis, rather. 19:43:12 12 going to be has not been determined. 19:46:00
13 MS. WERTENBERGER: No, not plannedright 19:43:15 | 13 Proposed mitigation will bein the 19:46:03
14 now. We're not andyzing theimpact to something that 19:43:17 14 hiological assessment. And then that isthe subject 19:46:05
15 doesn't exist yet. 19:43:21 15 of the Section 7 consultation that follows. 19:46:07
16 A SPECTATOR: Okay. Werejust trying 19:43:23 16 In other words, we don't know what the 19:46:11
17 to see what the parameters are before we comment.  19:43:24 17 mitigationis. Therefore, we can't -- weredly can't 19:46:13
18 A SPECTATOR: Onemore. If something 19:43:30 18 say what we're going to do because we don't know what  19:46:16
19 changes25yearsout -- thisisonly planned for 25 19:43:32 19 itis. 19:46:19
20 years-- like lasers suddenly become the tool of 19:43:36 20 A SPECTATOR: Your mitigation also could 19:46:24
21 choice and we're now shooting lasersall over the  19:43:40 21 tel usonthelarge amount of land, would al the  19:46:26
22 ranges, isthere going to be reopening or relooking at 19:43:43 22 mitigation land go through them? Would you buy it 19:46:30
23 what's dready been approved as possible other 19:43:47 23 from one particular company? 19:46:33
24  mitigation effects? 19:43:50 24 MR. REISCHL: | can'ttell youthat. | 19:46:35
25 MR. REISCHL: Intermsof -- 19:43:52 25 don't know. Wewill -- again, we will determineit as 19:46:37
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1 aresult of the BA. Andthe proposa for mitigation 19:46:39 1 organizationsthat are concerned about the permanent  20:06:00
2 will beinthedraft EISin detail. 19:46:43 2 environmental losses that will result from the 20:06:02
3 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:46:48 3 expansion of Fort Irwin. 20:06:04
4 MR. REISCHL: And for comment. Andit, 19:46:49 4 It isadifficult timeto talk about our 20:06:07
5 of course, doesn't becomefinad until the EIS becomes 19:46:51 5 military needs. We want to protect our country and  20:06:07
6 find. 19:46:55 6 our freedoms, but we also want to protect what makes 20:06:10
7 A SPECTATOR: Okay. 19:46:56 7 our country great, our wildlands, open spaces, 20:06:13
8 MR. REISCHL: Okay. Apologizefor this 19:46:59 8 wildlifeand plant life. 20:06:16
9 going long. 19:47:.00 9 | wasin DC working on thisissueon  20:06:18
10 What | would liketo doistake about a 19:47:02 10 September 11th. | felt tongue-tied with grief about  20:06:21
11 five-minute break. Again, go over theground rules. 19:47:03 11 what had happened, fear for what it augured and 20:06:23
12 If you would like to spesk, pleasefill out a speaker 19:47:08 12 confusion about how to continue afrank discussion on 20:06:26
13 form. It'sintheback. Or if youwould liketo give 19:47:10 13 Fort Irwin. 20:06:30
14 awritten comment, there are comment formsinthe  19:47:16 | 14 Over time what September 11th did make 20:06:32
15 back. Both of those will be entered into the official 19:47:18 15 clear to meisthat we do need to make difficult and  20:06:37
16 record. So either one. 19:47:22 16 ddliberate choices about how best to protect our 20:06:38
17 And we will -- | know that this has gone 19:47:25 17 country. 20:06:41
18 long. Wewill be here until everybody hasachanceto 19:47:29 | 18 It has highlighted the debate over what 20:06:42
19 speak. 19:47:30 19 our future military needstruly are. It underscores 20:06:43
20 Thank you. 19:47:32 20 theenvironmental community's question about 20:06:47
21 (Whereupon, those present took a brief 21 Fort Irwin. 20:06:51
22 recess and returned, after which the following 22 Do we redlly need to expand this Rhode  20:06:51
23 occurred:) 23 Idand size-base and sacrifice the more than 20:06:54
24 MR. REISCHL: | would like to emphasize 20:04:08 24 approximately 1 1/2 million acres used for training in 20:06:55
25 three minutesif you can. We will be here until 20:04:19 25 the Californiadesert and in so doing lose the 20:06:59
Page 67 Page 69
1 everybody's done spesking. 20:04:22 1 irreplaceable and spectacular wildlands of Superior  20:07:03
2 Mr. Ray Marler isgoing to control the 20:04:31 2 Valley and Avawatz Mountains. 20:07:07
3 speaker list. 20:04:31 3 Clearly, the purpose and need for this  20:07:09
4 Ray, you're on. 20:04:36 4 expansion needsto be clearly articulated and 20:07:10
5 PUBLIC COMMENTS. 20:04:36 5 illustrated in the upcoming EIS along with an updated 20:07:13
6 MR. MARLER: Thank you, ladies and 20:04:36 6 and independently reviewed Land Use Requirement Study. 20:07:17
7 gentlemen, for giving up your vauable time to provide 20:04:40 7 Y ou have heard our concernsagain and  20:07:20
8 the comments so we can get on with this project. 20:04:40 8 again. Thisexpansionisgoing to destroy desert ~ 20:07:23
9 All the scoping meetings because -- be  20:04:49 9 tortoisein apopulation that has aready suffered  20:07:26
10 able-- be ableto determine the correct mitigation  20:04:54 10 from disturbing and persisting declines. 20:07:28
11 and how to handle the project. 20:04:59 11 The EI'S needs to thoroughly evaluate the 20:07:32
12 Like Tim said, we're going to get 20:05:03 12 impacts of the desert tortoise, our state reptile, and 20:07:38
13 forward with the public comments. | would liketo ~ 20:05:06 13 evaluate the destruction that will occur fromthe  20:07:38
14 keepitto 3 minutes. If we have additiond time-- 20:05:09 14 expansion, combined with increased development and ~ 20:07:40
15 we're here until 9:00 -- you can come back tothe  20:05:13 15 recreationin theregion, aswell aslossesfrom 20:07:42
16 podium and add additional comments. 20:05:16 16 disease. 20:07:45
17 Helen Wagenvoord. 20:05:20 17 The Lane Mountain milk vetch waslisted 20:07:45
18 MS. WAGENVOORD: AndI'msorry. | 20:05:44 | 18 asendangeredin 1997. While perhaps not as publicly 20:07:48
19 mis- -- | didn't hear what you were saying earlier.  20:05:45 19 charismatic asthe desert tortoise, itisstill an ~ 20:07:53
20 Do you need an address? 20:05:50 20 important part of the intricate and unique biological 20:07:56
21 MR. MARLER: Three minutes. 20:05:52 21 community in the West Mojave. 20:07:59
22 MS. WAGENVOORD: Allright. Let'sstart 20:05:53 | 22 The EI'S needs to thoroughly analyze the 20:08:00
23 now. 20:05:54 23 impact of tanks wiping out significant numbersof ~ 20:08:03
24 My name is Helen Wagenvoord, and | have 20:05:54 24  these plants, study itsinterrelaionship withits ~ 20:08:05
25 worked on behadf of acoalition of publicinterest  20:05:58 25 host plant community and justify how the loss of 20:08:08
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1 perhaps more than half of its population can be 20:08:10 1 fewer tortoises than were expected. 20:10:27
2 withstood without driving this plant towards 20:08:13 2 Four, the critical habitat datafor the 20:10:31
3 extinction. 20:08:17 3 LaneMountain milk vetch, including that in the 20:10:33
4 The expansion will destroy the 20:08:17 4 supplementd EIS onceit's designated. 20:10:36
5 wilderness values of two Wilderness Study Aress, 20:08:19 5 And, finaly, we also ask you to 20:10:40
6 including the approximately 28,000-acre South Avawatz 20:08:21 6 consider new data on the Bendire's Thrashers. Only  20:10:42
7 Mountains Wilderness Study Area. 20:08:27 7 threebirds werefound during this breeding season ~ 20:10:47
8 Thislargely undisturbed wildland offers 20:08:27 8 survey by BLM surveys, three birdsin the West Mojave, 20:10:50
9 viewsof both the Soda and Avawatz Mountains and 20:08:30 9 and two of them were found on the edge of the proposed 20:10:52
10 harbors desert bighorn sheep, part of the Old Spanish  20:08:33 10 expansonarea. Sothisisasendtive speciesthat  20:10:56
11 Emigrant Trail and Shoshone artifacts. 20:08:34 11 needsour consideration. 20:10:59
12 The expansion will also engulf 20:08:39 12 While | do not question theneed for ~ 20:11:01
13 approximately 15,000 acres of the 108,000-acre Avawatz 20:08:41 | 13 training, | do urge you to consider the other options 20:11:03
14 Mountains Wilderness Study Area, which contains 20:08:44 14 availablefor this, including better coordination of 20:11:05
15 highorn sheep habitat and traditional Shoshone 20:08:45 15 theexisting Department of Defenselands, suchas  20:11:.07
16 artifacts. 16 Twentynine Pamsthat exist inthe West Mojave, and | 20:11:11
17 This EIS must justify the need for these 20:08:47 17 believethey total about 1.4 million acresaready. 20:11:15
18 areasand identify how the loss of these cultural and 20:08:50 18 There are many different aspectstothe 20:11:21
19 natura values could ever be offset. 20:08:54 19 concept of protecting America. One of those aspects  20:11:24
20 We want protection for our country and  20:08:58 20 isprotecting the plants and animalsthat are part of 20:11:26
21 our biological heritage. We do not think the proposed 20:09:00 21 Americatoo. 20:11:28
22 expansion accomplishes either of these gods, and we 20:09:04 22 The proposed expansion of Fort Irwinis 20:11:30
23 look forward to an EIS that thoroughly tacklesthese  20:09:06 23 possibly going to drive the Lane Mountain milk vetch  20:11:33
24 questions. 20:09:10 24 to extinction and quite possibly extricate the desert 20:11:35
25 Thank you. 20:09:10 25 tortoisefromthisarea 20:11:40
Page 71 Page 73
1 MR. MARLER: MonicaBond. 20:09:15 1 All the available scientific datashow  20:11:40
2 MS. BOND: Thank you for the opportunity 20:09:22 2 that thisexpansion will jeopardize the continued ~ 20:11:43
3 to comment. 20:09:23 3 exigtence of these organisms, aswell asthreatena  20:11:47
4 My nameisMonicaBond. I'm abiologist 20:09:25 4 suite of other sensitive speciesthat | fed arenot  20:11:50
5 with the nonprofit Center for Biological Diversity.  20:09:28 5 being considered here. 20:11:53
6 I would like to express my concernthat  20:09:31 6 Thisisasclear aviolation of the  20:11:54
7 the proposed expansion cannot ensure no jeopardy to  20:09:33 7 Endangered Species Act as I've ever seen. The 20:11:56
8 the continued existence of the desert tortoise and the 20:09:37 8 Endangered SpeciesActisalaw used intheworld, a 20:11:59
9 Lane Mountain milk vetch as required by federal law. 20:09:39 9 commitment to protect our land and the other species  20:12:00
10 As such the Center for Biological 20:09:42 10 that shareit with us. Thislaw makes me proud to be 20:12:03
11 Diversity opposes any expansion of the Fort Irwin ~ 20:09:47 11 anAmerican. 20:12:06
12 National Training Center into some of the best desert 20:09:49 12 It would be atragedy indeed if we 20:12:08
13 tortoise habitat and some of the only habitat for the 20:09:52 13 violate the laws of the land and accept extinction of 20:12:09
14 Lane Mountain milk vetch. 20:09:54 14 our natura heritage when other options have not been 20:12:12
15 At the very least, what scientistsand  20:09:55 15 thoroughly examined. 20:12:16
16 conservationists would like to seeis consideration of 20:09:59 16 Thank you very much. 20:12:17
17 thelatest scientific datain the supplemental EIS.  20:10:01 17 MR. MARLER: Jim Ricker. 20:12:22
18 These datainclude five general points. 20:10:05 18 MR. RICKER: Hi. My nameis James 20:12:31
19 One, the latest USGS survey data showing 20:10:07 19 Ricker. I'm amember of a bunch of do-good 20:12:34
20 continued declines of the desert tortoise. 20:10:11 20 organizations, but I'm speaking asacitizentoday.  20:12:36
21 Two, the April 1999 report from the Blue 20:10:14 21 And spesking as an environmentalist, but 20:12:40
22 Ribbon Panel, indicating that the status of the desert 20:10:15 22 I'mnot going to talk about plantsor animals. I'm  20:12:42
23 tortoise is endangered, rather than threatened. 20:10:21 23 going to talk about people. 20:12:45
24 Three, the latest data from the spring  20:10:21 24 | fedl that the proposal andthe EIS ~ 20:12:47
25 2001 Line Transact Surveys, showing that therearefar 20:10:23 | 25 should address the socioeconomic impacts and the 20:12:51
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1 environmental justice impacts of a proposed expansion. 20:12:54 1 thedesert, in carrying out your mission, theresult  20:16:07
2 That would be pollution and the loss of recreation  20:12:59 2 of your missionisthat it utterly does destroy the  20:16:11
3 space, theloss of ecotourism opportunities and 20:13:03 3 entiredesert, dl the plantsand animalsand the air 20:16:15
4 economic opportunities. 20:13:09 4 quality, inits path. 20:16:18
5 And to people that live around the Base, 20:13:11 5 And we've been around -- the Desert 20:16:19
6 inBarstow, in Shoshone -- and these peoplewho are 20:13:16 6 Protective Council has been around since your National 20:16:23
7 not necessarily a powerful political base, therefore, 20:13:18 7 Training Center was caled Camp Irwin. Andwe have 20:16:26
8 our federal government in itswisdom hasdecidedto  20:13:27 8 Dbeenaround during al the 16 yearsthat youare  20:16:29
9 givethem some environmental justice. 20:13:30 9 tryingto expand. Andwe'vewatched the missonsof 20:16:30
10 | fedl that the DEIS should address ~ 20:13:33 10 theother military bases expand inthe California  20:16:35
11 this. It should also address the comparative -- asa 20:13:38 11 desert. Andwethink that with all theland that all 20:16:37
12 real dternative, the effects of combat smulation on  20:13:42 12 of you agencies have, that it's enough to accomplish  20:16:39
13 thisissueasared dternative. That meanscosts, 20:13:47 13 al your missionsif you'rereally creative about it. 20:16:45
14 environmental effects, restoration, mitigation. 20:13:53 14 Y ou do mention in your commentsthe  20:16:49
15 The public should know how muchit's  20:13:57 15 sharing of missions and the sharing of trainingon  20:16:52
16 going to spend on mitigation and restoration and how  20:14:00 16 your lands. Wed like you to serioudy consider doing 20:16:55
17 muchit's going to lose and how much theserelative  20:14:03 17 thiswith Twentynine Palms, using their facilitiesfor 20:17:00
18 things are so that we can make areal decisionin ~ 20:14:06 18 training, instead of taking more of the beautiful ~ 20:17:06
19 this. 20:14:10 19 desert. 20:17:11
20 | think that we should have areal,  20:14:11 20 We-- if welosethisdesert and if we  20:17:13
21 full, independent treatment of economic, environmental 20:14:14 | 21 losethetortoise, there's no going back, you know.  20:17:16
22 and military sustainability on thisissue. 20:14:18 22 And with dl the changes and the evolution of your ~ 20:17:18
23 | fed that after 12 yearsor 25 years, 20:14:22 23 mission and the evolution of technology that | know  20:17:22
24 whichistwo figures| heard bandied about here, we  20:14:25 24 you have been working with, there doesn't ssemto be  20:17:26
25 ill don't know what are going to be the effects ~ 20:14:31 25 any really good reason to take moreland to do this.  20:17:30
Page 75 Page 77
1 economic, environmentaly, of thisproposd tothe  20:14:34 1 And asfar asthe compensation that's  20:17:38
2 people of the United States. 20:14:40 2 mentioned in the legidation, $75 million, that'sa  20:17:40
3 Thanks. 20:14:41 3 ridiculous figure which should be thrownright out.  20:17:44
4 MR. MARLER: Terry Weiner. 20:14:47 4 The oneitem | have been thinking about 20:17:50
5 MS. WEINER: Hi. My nameisTerry  20:15:01 5 lately istheair pollution factor of the peopleand  20:17:52
6 Weiner, and | am here tonight to represent the Desert  20:15:05 6 theplantsand animalsaround Barstow. Weveseen  20:17:55
7 Protective Council. 20:15:10 7 video of what it lookslikein the air when thetanks 20:17:58
8 | understand a colleague of minewas  20:15:10 8 arerunning. And | don't know how anything can 20:18:01
9 herethisafternoon. Hemay havetold youwerea 20:15:12 9 aurvive 20:18:06
10 48-year-old membership organization with people, 20:15:14 10 And if you're going to expand thearea  20:18:07
11 membersall around the country, about 350 of us. And 20:15:18 11 that you're going to pulverize, thenwewant afull  20:18:08
12 our missionisto educate people about the desert ~ 20:15:22 12 andysisof theair pollution it impacts. Not just  20:18:13
13 ecosystems so they can go out and enjoy thedesart ~ 20:15:25 13 the Barstow area, but the entire desert basin, al the 20:18:16
14  with the wonder and awe and respect that we think the 20:15:30 14 way to Nevada probably. 20:18:20
15 desert deserves. 20:15:34 15 And I'm concerned about the 20:18:26
16 We do agree with you that the Fort Irwin 20:15:36 16 quality-of-lifeissuesthat need to be addressed, as  20:18:26
17 areaisanationa -- unique national resource. We  20:15:39 17 wadll, for the peoplein Shoshone and the peoplein  20:18:30
18 justlook at it, itsresource qualities, ina 20:15:43 18 Barstow and Baker. They tell usthat their quality of 20:18:35
19 different way. 20:15:47 19 lifeisn't going to improve with theexpansionof ~ 20:18:39
20 And our mission isto protect the 20:15:47 20 Fort Irwin, and | think you need to addressthat. ~ 20:18:43
21 desert. And soit would seem that our mission pretty 20:15:51 21 Thanks for the time tonight. 20:18:44
22 much conflicts with your mission. 20:15:55 22 MR. MARLER: Peter Kiriakos. | hopel 20:18:52
23 So the problem is how to support your  20:15:58 23 didn't butcher that name. 20:18:54
24 mission without undermining our own. Even thoughyou 20:16:01 24 MR. KIRIAKOS: Yes, I'm Peter Kiriakos  20:19:00
25 don't -- your mission isn't to specificaly destroy  20:16:05 25 with the Sierra Club, specifically the San Gorgonio  20:19:04
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1 Chapter, which covers Riverside and San Bernardino  20:19:07 1 from thetwo or three services, and actualy having in 20:21:42
2 County. And, of course, the National Training Center 20:19:11 2 adifferent area-- maybe take one of your maneuver  20:21:46
3 istotaly encompassed in that. 20:19:12 3 aeasand propose having a greatly reduced bombing  20:21:49
4 Other background, probably for six years 20:19:16 4 range 20:21:53
5 I and four other people here have been working on the 20:19:19 5 In part thelogic and just lookingat  20:21:54
6 West Mogjave Plan, just for background. 20:19:21 6 the military situation isthe fact that bothinthe  20:21:57
7 Although it has been mentioned, thisis 20:19:25 7 Gulf War and the Afghanistan War and looking at the  20:21:59
8 not the forum for that, the platform, | need to 20:19:27 8 military capahilitiesand air capabilitiesnow, in  20:22:02
9 clearly state that my organization -- their formal  20:19:30 9 fact, thebombingisquite precision. Andthat's  20:22:05
10 position is opposition to the expansion, but | will  20:19:34 10 basicaly the way we operate. 20:22:08
11 move on from that. 20:19:38 11 So, infact, you could operatewitha  20:22:10
12 Understanding what we're supposed to be  20:19:43 12 much smaler range. In Afghanistan, aswell asthe 20:22:13
13 doing here, these are supposed to be, to my 20:19:43 13 Gulf War, you know, we have had bombing in close 20:22:17
14 understanding, suggestions for what we would liketo  20:19:45 14 proximity to the troopsin great precision. So | 20:22:20
15 seeinthe environmental document. So | will try to  20:19:47 15 think that could be worked. 20:22:24
16 godown that path. 20:19:49 16 So again, athough there's clear 20:22:25
17 One other issue of background. The  20:19:51 17 indication it doesn't work, | think youneedtobe  20:22:27
18 proposed expansion from the perspective of the West  20:19:54 18 opento new paradigms, being efficient. And whether 20:22:34
19 Mojave Plan, it would have such severeimpact onthe  20:20:00 19 theArmy likesit or not, the environmental community 20:22:34
20 desert tortoise that it would put the West Mojave Plan 20:20:02 20 and Sierra Club would like to see that option 20:22:36
21 potentialy at threat of success. Sol just needto  20:20:07 21 included. 20:22:39
22 reflect that. 20:20:10 22 The two other things | would like to see 20:22:39
23 Most specifically the most -- the 20:20:10 23 inthe documentation are analysis of the impact upon 20:22:41
24  greatest request that | would like to make -- and it's 20:20:15 24  the West Mojave Plan and specifically in each of 20:22:46
25 aforma request -- isthat you add an additiona 20:20:16 25 however many aternatives, whether it'ssix or seven, 20:22:50
Page 79 Page 81
1 dternative. Number it VIl or whatever the numbering 20:20:19 1 that you do something to addresstheimpact onthe  20:22:53
2 scheme goes. 20:20:23 2  speciesinvolved in the West Mojave Plan. 20:22:57
3 The clear context of that, even though  20:20:25 3 And the final comment, then, would be,  20:23:01
4 it'sbeenindicated verbally, isthat that's not 20:20:30 4 assevera other people have mentioned, that you would 20:23:03
5 desirable or acceptable. But what I'm asking foris  20:20:32 5 include in the documentation considerations of 20:23:05
6 that'san additional option addressthe use of Leach 20:20:38 6 increased use of the Twentynine Palms Marine Corps.  20:23:11
7 Lakeand that we have documentation that would show  20:20:43 7 base. 20:23:16
8 that option, whether you choose to select that or not. 20:20:45 8 And specificaly, you know, some 20:23:16
9 There are many other optionsyou've  20:20:49 9 background for this besides efficiency isthefact  20:23:19
10 aready indicated you don't want, but addressthe ~ 20:20:50 10 that, you know, if you're moving towards new typesof 20:23:22
11 issueof using Leach Lake. 20:20:53 11 armored vehicles, there may be some suitability there. 20:23:25
12 Weface atime of limited resources  20:20:56 12 But whether you choose that or not, wed 20:23:30
13 acrosstheboard: Military, the government and so on, 20:20:58 13 liketo seeyou at least addressthat inwritingas  20:23:32
14 thefederd budgets. 20:21:02 14 part of the documentation. And that'sit. 20:23:34
15 Functionally, what | seewith Leach ~ 20:21:06 15 Thanks. 20:23:37
16 Lake--infact, you have arange which goesnearly  20:21:08 16 MR. MARLER: Carol Wiley. 20:23:41
17 thewholewidth of thebase. And, infact, itis-- 20:21:10 17 MS. WILEY: My nameis Carol Wiley. I'm 20:23:50
18 it does have flatland to maneuver and it does have the 20:21:16 18 with the Mojave group of the Sierra Club, and our ~ 20:23:51
19 cover of which was mentioned and it's separate from  20:21:19 19 memberslivein the Mojave Desert. 20:23:56
20 theother aress. 20:21:23 20 Firgt, | want to thank you for having  20:23:59
21 But, again, | would liketo seethis  20:21:25 21 the additional scoping meetings because this concerns  20:24:00
22 dternativeinthere with potentialy two subsets.  20:21:28 22 morethan just peoplein the desert. Peoplefromall 20:24:05
23 Onewould be moving the bombing function outsideas  20:21:31 23 over are concerned about thisdesert. Sothank you  20:24:06
24 onesubset. The other onewould be shiftingthe  20:21:34 24 for the additional hearings. 20:24:09
25 bombing activity from -- well, if the Army bombstwo  20:21:37 25 | can appreciate your desire for more  20:24:12
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1 land. I've had the opportunity to tour your facility 20:24:16 1 Avawatz and the south end of the Avawatz as 20:27:21
2 and see how you do things, and it'svery impressive.  20:24:18 2 wilderness? If so, perhaps the wilderness gains, but, 20:27:23
3 However, you're doing agood job. And  20:24:23 3 unfortunately, it's not that smple. It threatened 20:27:27
4 wekind of would liketo seeyoudoitontheland  20:24:27 4  desert tortoise, and the Lane Mountain milk vetch lose 20:27:29
5 that you havenow. It'sasizeablepieceof land.  20:24:29 5 andthe desert loses. 20:27:32
6 Wefed that our -- our areafeelslike 20:24:33 6 Additionaly, the National Training  20:27:35
7 thecost of the environment isjust too great to 20:24:37 7 Center isalready one of the highest particulate 20:27:36
8 expand where you want to expand. 20:24:41 8 polluter generatorsin the country. The environmental 20:27:41
9 Our concerns are with the destruction of 20:24:45 9 working group produced areport in 1997 that had 20:27:41
10 thousands and thousands of acres of potential 20:24:50 10 Fort Irwin at the top of thelist, guys. 20:27:45
11 wilderness, mainly in the Avawatz/Southern Avawatz ~ 20:24:54 11 Regiona air quality will only 20:27:47
12 Wilderness Study Areas, homes of lots of wildlife,  20:24:58 12 deteriorate with expansion. And because of the 20:27:49
13 highorn sheep, Mojave ground squirrel and other 20:25:02 13 severity of the environmental impacts that result from 20:27:52
14 wildlife plants. 20:25:06 14 thisexpansion, thelegally required environmental ~ 20:27:53
15 We also are concerned about the Superior 20:25:08 15 mitigation islikely to cost hundreds of millionsof  20:27:57
16 Valey expanson area. It'sanirreplaceablerefuge 20:25:12 16 dollars. Much, much more than the 75 million 20:28:00
17 for unique plants and animals, including the desert  20:25:16 17 authorized for both mitigation and compensation. So| 20:28:02
18 tortoise and Lane Mountain milk vetch. 20:25:23 18 hopeyou look at those figures again. 20:28:05
19 Another one of our great concernsis  20:25:25 19 Thank you. 20:28:07
20 opening up the southern strip, whichis-- whichis  20:25:27 20 MR. MARLER: BarbaraTidball. 20:28:13
21 dready inthetraining center area, but hasbeen  20:25:31 21 MS. TIDBALL: Thisismy second, third 20:28:19
22 previoudy closed because of your acknowledgment of  20:25:34 22 overtheyears. | keep coming back every few years, 20:28:24
23 thedesart tortoise habitat there. It'soneof the 20:25:42 23 and there's new faces up here. And there's sometimes 20:28:27
24 few healthy and thriving tortoise populationsinthe  20:25:42 24 new faces out here. But | look back over my notes,  20:28:30
25 Mojave Desert and, therefore, very important tothe  20:25:46 25 and | can amost quote everything you said tonight was 20:28:34
Page 83 Page 85
1 surviva of the desert tortoise. 20:25:50 1 saidin1997 aso. Andit was probably said before  20:28:36
2 We aso fed the plan needs to have more 20:25:53 2 thenin 1993 and so on and so forth. 20:28:40
3 gpecific -- avery specific plan for mitigation for  20:25:55 3 This seemsto be an ongoing issuethat  20:28:45
4 thisloss of critical habitat for endangered species. 20:25:59 4 doesn't want to go away. 20:28:46
5 Also, we are concerned about theloss of 20:26:09 5 I'm BarbaraTidball. I'm representing 20:28:47
6 recreation. Some of the surrounding areas are 20:26:11 6 mysdf tonight, although | belong to just about 20:28:49
7 important to people for hiking and exploring, rock ~ 20:26:16 7 everything. 20:28:52
8 collecting and such. And alot of the people-- alot 20:26:21 8 Avawatz Mountain, thefirst time | 20:28:55
9 of public -- privately owned lands are there dso. So 20:26:24 9 looked at Fort Irwin, other than driving by quickly on 20:28:57
10 that's our concerns from the peopleinthe Mojave.  20:26:29 10 theroad, it'safabulous placeto climb. Haveyou 20:29:00
11 Thank you. 20:26:32 11 beenthere? 20:29:02
12 MR. MARLER: Terry Wold. 20:26:36 12 I recommend you go there. You might not 20:29:03
13 MS. WOLD: Good evening. My nameis  20:26:42 13 besdtting there recommending thistoday if you did.  20:29:07
14 Tery Wold. | am aregional conservation 20:26:45 14 It'sredly avery interesting place. It'sanice  20:29:10
15 representative for the Wilderness Society, aswell as  20:26:47 15 climb. 20:29:13
16 the secretary of Clean Air Now. 20:26:50 16 | took my dad afew yearsagooutinto  20:29:15
17 In the passage of the California 20:26:54 17 thedesert to just go on alittle hike to Chuckawalla. 20:29:17
18 Protection Act of 1994, the Army stopped the 20:26:56 18 It'soff of the 10. And he's staunch, you know, 20:29:22
19 designation of wilderness of dl or part of five 20:26:59 19 flying the plane and going nowhere and walking up.  20:29:24
20 areas. The southern part of Owls Head Wilderness ~ 20:27:02 20 And then he'sdriving dlong with usin  20:29:28
21 inside Death Valley National Park, Avawatz Wilderness, 20:27:06 21 thetruck, and he goes, isthat really aroad? Ohmy 20:29:30
22 thewest part of the Kingston Range Wilderness, South  20:27:08 22 God. You'regoing to drive over that. 20:29:33
23 Avawatz Wilderness, and the Soda Mountain Wilderness. 20:27:13 | 23 He saw the desert thefirst time. He's 20:29:35
24 If the Army expands as proposed, will it 20:27:16 24 since climbed Old Dad Mountain with us. He'sbeenup 20:29:38
25 designate the above WSAswith the exception of South  20:27:19 25 Turtles. He has been up afew others. Helovesthe 20:29:41
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1 desert, and hefound out why | liketo seeit 20:29:45 1 But | think it needs to be readdressed. 20:32:11
2 protected. 20:29:48 2 You fight warstogether. | don't seewhy you can't 20:32:12
3 | think you need to go there. | think 20:29:48 3 traintogether. 20:32:15
4 youneedtoseeit. There'salittlebit morethan  20:29:50 4 Twentynine Palms: | think you needto  20:32:16
5 all thiswonderful rhetoric. 20:29:52 5 look at that one. You fight warstogether again. You 20:32:19
6 I commend the Army for itsdiligence  20:29:55 6 ought to be able to train together. 20:32:22
7 over theyears, its persistencein pursuit of 20:29:56 7 Y ou talk about needing proper landto  20:32:24
8 Fort Irwin's goa to expand. 20:30:01 8 train. You know, | haven't seen anybody fight awar 20:32:27
9 But I'm dso dismayed at the persistence 20:30:04 9 inaWildernessAreayet. Yourefightingwarsin  20:32:31
10 of the Army. I'magovernment employeemysdlf. |  20:30:08 | 10 towns, villages, along roads, in highways. Youre 20:32:34
11 work asan architectural engineering project manager. 20:30:11 | 11 flying airplanesin... 20:32:38
12 And| know what it'slike to get assigned aproject  20:30:16 12 Wilderness Study Areas need to be 20:32:41
13 and then have it disappear because thewrong person  20:30:19 | 13 sacrificed so you can bein similar areas? It'snot  20:32:45
14 gpproved it or didn't approveit. 20:30:21 14 going to happen. You need to justify that alot 20:32:46
15 That damn thing comes back anywhere from 20:30:23 15 better. 20:32:49
16 5yearsto 10 yearsto 15 yearsto 20 yearslater.  20:30:26 16 Tanks: Tanksare being phased out. By 20:32:51
17 Thegovernment hasinexhaustible file cabinets. It  20:30:29 17 your owntimeline, you're telling me 2012 to 2020 or 20:32:54
18 has people who are on the payrall for along time. It 20:30:33 18 2019. Well, you're not going to be doing thisin ~ 20:33:00
19 hasavery, very good memory. You and thetortoises 20:30:37 | 19 2005. That meansyou could be using thisfor maybe  20:33:03
20 should get along real well. 20:30:40 20 sevenyears? That'sjustification? You need to show 20:33:06
21 But you aso have repeatedly beentold  20:30:42 21 that. 20:33:08
22 wedont likethis project. 20:30:47 22 The tortoise has been endangered. It's 20:33:09
23 Asl said earlier, alot of the 20:30:50 23 onthedecling; 80 to 90 percent, they'resaying,  20:33:11
24 criticism that you're going to come up with againand  20:30:52 24 since 1990. How are you going to justify any further 20:33:13
25 again -- | can quote the notes from 1997 and before.  20:30:56 25 impactson that? 20:33:18
Page 87 Page 89
1 Guys, we'rewasting our times. We're repesting 20:30:59 1 And, finally, | dothink the EISis  20:33:20
2 ourselves constantly. Get the message. Listen to the 20:31:02 2 going to have to show how you're going to do 20:33:22
3 messagethistime. 20:31:07 3 mitigation because half of the arguments are centered  20:33:23
4 Y ou've got acompromise from Congress.  20:31:07 4 around proposed mitigations, anything from relocations 20:33:26
5 Itsaid, okay. Youcanhavetheland. It'sal 20:31:10 5 toetcetera That'sgottobeintheEISbecause  20:33:29
6 yours. You can hold thisland. But, by theway, you 20:31:12 6 without it, you're missing the mest of what youre  20:33:33
7 havetodoaproper EIS, and if anything'sin 20:31:18 7 doing. 20:33:37
8 jeopardy, you can't useit after all. 20:31:20 8 Thanks for the opportunity. | hopel 20:33:38
9 | think you really got abackhanded ~ 20:31:24 9 don't seeyou again in two to three years. 20:33:40
10 deal, guys. And I think you'rewasting alot of our 20:31:25 10 MR. MARLER: Stan Sniff. 20:33:45
11 taxpayer money pursuing this right now. 20:31:27 11 MR. SNIFF: Thanksfor letting mehave 20:33:50
12 Fort Irwin, you waited along time. In 20:31:33 12 the opportunity to make a statement for therecord.  20:33:53
13 1985 you asked for 331,000 acres. Today it's110-. 20:31:36 13 And | append anumber of commentsin the course of the 20:33:57
14 Let'swait afew moreyears. Another third drop.  20:31:40 14  briefing that | would like to cover, and then | will  20:34:00
15 Boom, you'relooking pretty good. It keepsgoingon 20:31:42 15 clean them up and submit something written for the ~ 20:34:03
16 andon. 20:31:46 16 record. 20:34:06
17 Basic issues that remain. You obvioudy 20:31:46 17 My nameis Stan Sniff. I'mapeace  20:34:07
18 havegot EIS -- supplemental EISs and everything else 20:31:48 | 18 officer by professon. And am achief deputy with the 20:34:09
19 to start working with. Y ou've got awealth of 20:31:53 19 Riverside County Sheriff's Department where | recently 20:34:13
20 information. And | do hopeyou usethe old because 20:31:54 20 commanded thetraining division. And in some caseswe 20:34:16
21 you will just waste more money generating new. 20:31:57 21 try to replicate some of the same conceptsthat | 20:34:19
22 Pl ease address sharing space with China  20:32:00 22 learned quite sometime ago a the National Training 20:34:22
23 Lake. | know in 1993 you said that wasn't compatible. 20:32:03 | 23 Center. 20:34:26
24 Let'sseethat again in the new report if that'swhat  20:32:06 24 | have alittle bit of aunique 20:34:26
25 they're going to say. 20:32:11 25 perspective because | have been acitizen soldier  20:34:28
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1 sincethedays| left activeduty. | havehadthe  20:34:31 1 theUnited States Army, Don Star and a bunch of 20:36:39
2 opportunity to train for well over adecade at the  20:34:33 2 others, asthey refocused on fighting the Soviet 20:36:42
3 Nationa Training Center beforeit wasaNational ~ 20:34:35 3 thresat at that time. 20:36:45
4  Training Center. 20:34:38 4 A book was published that many people  20:36:45
5 I'm also probably uniqueinthat I've  20:34:39 5 areprobably not aware of, but it was required reading 20:36:47
6 also had the opportunity to train at Twentynine Pams  20:34:41 6 inall military circles, called "First Battles." 20:36:51
7 a theMarine Corpsbase. So | have aperspectiveon 20:34:44 7 And one of thethingsthey saw inthe  20:36:54
8 that, aswell. 20:34:48 8 1973 Yom Kippur War when thefirst typesof field ~ 20:36:56
9 | am the vice president of the Retired  20:34:49 9 munitions were fielded was that we lost on both sides  20:37:01
10 Military Officersin Riverside, which represents about 20:34:51 10 wedll over 4,000 tanksin alittle less than two weeks, 20:37:04
11 800 officersthat are retired from all branches of the 20:34:53 11 which basicaly was our entire inventory numberwisein 20:37:07
12 armed forces. 20:34:55 12 Europeinthe United States Army. And it sent shock 20:37:12
13 And we obviously have aninterestin ~ 20:34:57 13 wavesthat they needed to end up doing a better job. 20:37:14
14 nationa defenseissues and particularly training  20:35:00 14 The tenet out of "First Battles' wasthe 20:37:18
15 issues. |, for one, am absolutely supportive, 20:35:02 15 United States Army historicaly in its 225, 226 years 20:37:19
16 unabashedly so, of the expansion of the National 20:35:06 16 hastraditionaly lost itsfirst battle. Anditlost 20:37:23
17 Training Center. 20:35:10 17 itsfirst battle in terms of many, many livesand ~ 20:37:27
18 When | trained out therein the '80s, it 20:35:10 18 leadersthat had to |learn the hard way. 20:37:29
19 wasaready too small for the units that we operated  20:35:13 19 So the training revolution that was born 20:37:31
20 at that time, including even the weapons systemsat 20:35:16 20 in 1981 at the National Training Center was designed  20:37:33
21 thattime. Argumentswere ongoing asfar asexpanding 20:35:18 | 21 to replicate everything leadershipwise and 20:37:35
22 theareato make it even moreredigtic. 20:35:21 22 technicallywise on the weapons systems and employment  20:37:40
23 | think the Army hasdone avery poor  20:35:24 23 of thosethingsinreal timeand space. Anditwas 20:37:41
24 jobin explaining the critica role of the National  20:35:27 24 redly critical. 20:37:46
25 Training Center, even though it'srelatively closeby 20:35:31 25 A lot of smart folks revolutionized the 20:37:46
Page 91 Page 93
1 inSouthern Cdifornig, and | think it'salittle  20:35:32 1 way that the Army got lessons learned and got those  20:37:49
2 known secret. 20:35:35 2 skill sets embedded that led to the Gulf War. 20:37:52
3 Most of the other training centers, 20:35:37 3 As| mentioned, we in the civilian 20:37:56
4 including Twentynine Palms, the Joint Readiness 20:35:39 4 sector are 20 years behind. But even in the law 20:37:58
5 Training Center at Fort Polk, the Hohenfelstraining  20:35:43 5 enforcement circles, we're also learning the value,  20:38:01
6 area, whichisacombat maneuver training areafor  20:35:47 6 instead of learning on the backs of the public, that  20:38:04
7 Europe, havedl been following replication of the  20:35:50 7 we need to replicate with smulators, replicateand  20:38:06
8 successthat's occurred at the Nationa Training 20:35:53 8 actudly uselasers and usered opportunitiesto  20:38:09
9 Center. 20:35:55 9 traininatraining environment where they can 20:38:11
10 It'sapremier training center inthe  20:35:56 10 continue to do things until they get it doneright and 20:38:13
11 world. And many of usthat have been graduates of it, 20:35:58 11 then put them out on the street. 20:38:17
12 eventhough we cycled off in civilian life, are proud 20:36:01 12 Smaller scale, but the same basic 20:38:17
13 of the opportunities that's been learned as both 20:36:04 13 concept that many of usled along time ago. 20:38:20
14 leaders and technical skills. 20:36:07 14 A lot of discussion that war is over and 20:38:23
15 And, of course, it's probably not well  20:36:08 15 everythingisgoing to be precision or video. And  20:38:24
16 known that much of the success out of the Gulf War  20:36:10 | 16 there'salot of usinthe military community that ~ 20:38:26
17 that we enjoyed was as adirect result of theten  20:36:19 17 ill end up seeing that thing debated by the 20:38:29
18 yearsof constant training and replicating combat at  20:36:19 18 professionas back and forth. 20:38:31
19 the Nationa Training Center. 20:36:22 19 Clearly, we need a place that we can end 20:38:33
20 | aso don't think it's well known that 20:36:22 20 up saving livesto rehearse. There's no question that 20:38:35
21 the Army went through amgjor revolution, training  20:36:24 21 Iraghad alot of very good equipment, alot of very  20:38:42
22 revolution, after the Vietham War when it was 20:36:27 22 good equipment, and probably some excellent soldiers. 20:38:42
23 demordlized, alot of strifewent rampantinitand  20:36:31 23 But it collapsed because it had poor training and poor 20:38:44
24 very poor training. 20:36:34 24 coordination of those assets, and we had avery 20:38:47
25 Some very smart people came to power in 20:36:35 25 lopsided -- they simply were not ready for modern  20:38:50
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1 combat. 20:38:53 1 representing the 10,000 members of the Native Plant  20:41:07
2 We've learned that we havetorampup  20:38:54 2 Society. And | would like to thank the Army for your 20:41:11
3 wadll before. You don't havetime wherethe balloon  20:38:57 3 additional scoping meetings tonight. 20:41:14
4 goesto train those young men and women and save 20:39:00 4 CNPSwould like to see -- that's 20:41:18
5 lives. If they haven'tinvested yearsand yearsof ~ 20:39:03 5 CadliforniaNative Plant Society acronym. CNPSwould 20:41:23
6 having modern redlistic training, they're not going to 20:39:06 6 liketo seethe Army explore and sdlect apreferred  20:41:25
7 beready, and we put alot of them at risk. 20:39:10 7 dternative that avoids the endemic, federdly listed 20:41:28
8 In theinterest of saving lives, we need 20:39:13 8 endangered Lane Mountain milk vetch. 20:41:33
9 aplace where we can replicate war, aplacetogrow  20:39:14 9 Thisplant hasalimited rangeandis  20:41:36
10 leaders, firelive ammunition and maneuver area time 20:39:17 10 known only from a14-mile-in-diameter areaonthe  20:41:39
11 and spacerelationships. 20:39:22 11 planet. And, unfortunately, under Alternativel,  20:41:43
12 With asmaller Army -- and | don't think 20:39:24 12 that -- asubstantial part of that plant'srangeis 20:41:49
13 much of the public understands. The United States ~ 20:39:25 13 going to be impacted by the western expansion into the 20:41:55
14 Army on active duty is smdller right now than before  20:39:26 14 Superior Valley. 20:41:59
15 the start of the Korean War. 20:39:29 15 Wedon't redly think that enoughis  20:42:01
16 And | think what's critical to 20:39:31 16 known about the plant. | know that we'vefound out  20:42:04
17 understand isthat training, in all of its context in  20:39:32 17 moreinformation about the numbers of plantsinvolved. 20:42:06
18 making training more and moreredigtic and giving  20:39:38 18 But, otherwise, we don't know alot about the ecology 20:42:09
19 opportunitiesfor folksto learn and grow, iseven  20:39:39 19 and hiology of the species, including seedling 20:42:12
20 morecritical before those first battles of the future 20:39:42 20 establishment, what pollinatorsit needs, what -- how 20:42:15
21 end up being fought. 20:39:44 21 frequently viable fruit is produced, what theseed ~ 20:42:19
22 Our wespons systems, even from thetime  20:39:46 22 bank looks like and how long it persists, to really be 20:42:23
23 | wasoutinthe National Training Center, aremore  20:39:48 23 ableto assessthe impacts that a substantial -- or to 20:42:27
24 sophigticated. And the ability to accurately practice 20:39:52 24  assessthe substantial impacts that this -- that 20:42:32
25 and maneuver on the ground in real time and spaceis 20:39:54 25 proposa to the west would have on the plants. 20:42:37
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1 absolutely critical. 20:39:56 1 So we urge avoidance. 20:42:39
2 Fort Irwin needs that ability to 20:40:.01 2 Additionaly, we also urge avoidance of 20:42:43
3 modernize, to expand and keep pace with what the 20:40:.02 3 another Central Mojave endemic speciescaledthe  20:42:46
4 future ends up holding. 20:40.04 4 Desert Cymopterus, and that's c-y-m-o-p-t-e-r-u-s.  20:42:51
5 A lot of interest in patriotism today. 20:40:06 5 Andthat specieshasalarger rangethantheLane  20:42:59
6 But the proper preparation iswhat many of ushave  20:40:09 6 Mountain milk vetch, but recently it was discovered to 20:43:03
7 seen have been the success cornerstone for the 20:40:12 7 occur in the Superior Valley and within the footprint  20:43:06
8 military. 20:40:16 8 of Alternativel. And essentially that would 20:43:13
9 The NTC clearly met the training 20:40:17 9 diminate the northeastern range of this, again, very 20:43:15
10 chalenge of yesterday. It'seasy to becomevery  20:40:19 10 localized species. 20:43:23
11 complacent. Our national history is checkered with  20:40:23 11 We also request that vegetation maps are 20:43:26
12 complacency, where after amobilization, we downsize 20:40:27 | 12 developed for dl of the aternatives. Webelieve  20:43:30
13 inpeace dividend, and then we end up paying the 20:40:29 13 that impacts can't be adequately assessed if you don't 20:43:34
14 price. 20:40:33 14 actualy know what you're impacting. 20:43:40
15 And | hope we learned the lesson. Many 20:40:33 15 So we think with the vegetation mapsof  20:43:41
16 of ushad great concerns about national consciousness 20:40:35 16 thedifferent dternatives, it will provide the 20:43:45
17 not understanding how preparation's critical. And|1  20:40:39 17 acreages of the different plant communitiesthat are  20:43:47
18 think my concern and what should be jointly our 20:40:42 18 going to beimpacted under each dternative scenario. 20:43:51
19 concern needs to be on the countlesslives of young  20:40:44 19 We also recognize and applaud the Army, 20:43:56
20 men and women that will be lost due to our not meeting 20:40:47 | 20 that they used our taxpayer money for adding tothe  20:44:00
21 the challenges of tomorrow's battlefield. 20:40:51 21 grester knowledge of plant distributionsin the West  20:44:02
22 Thank you. 20:40:52 22 Mojave through your study. So we do appreciatethat. 20:44:06
23 MR. MARLER: Ileene Anderson. 20:40:55 23 And, lastly, we'd love to see the report 20:44:09
24 MS. ANDERSON: Hi. I'mlleene Anderson 20:41:00 24 onthe Lane Mountain milk vetch posted on the Web site 20:44:12
25 with the Cdifornia Native Plant Society. I'm 20:41:03 25 dong with maps. 20:44:15
25 (Pages 94 to 97)
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So thanks very much. 20:44:17

MR. MARLER: Ladiesand gentlemen, we do 20:44:22
have 15 more minutes. 20:44:25

Any additional comments? 20:44:26

MR. KIRIAKOS: My nameis Peter 20:44:41
Kiriakos, and thistime I'm speaking as acitizen and 20:44:47
not representing any organization. 20:44:47

The comment that | would like to make is 20:44:49
somewhat tongue-in-cheek. But basically it'stothe 20:44:51
effect | would like to seethe Army readdressits ~ 20:44:58
policy relative to eventua elimination of thetank  20:45:02
force. 20:45:05

And the tongue-in-cheek componentis  20:45:06
that we only do that if, in fact, we can get Russia, 20:45:09
China, Iraq and Syriato agreeto eliminatetheir ~ 20:45:14
tanks at the sametime. | will stop there. 20:45:19

Thanks. 20:45:20

MR. MARLER: Any other comments? 20:45:31

We're going to be here for another 15 20:45:37
minutes. Any questions, we will be more than happy to 20:45:37
answer them. 20:45:39

(Whereupon, the above Public Meeting was
concluded.)
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| certify the foregoing to be a
true transcript from my notes.

E-signature: K.R. Evans

CSR RMR CRR

CERTIFICATION

I, Reagan Evans, a Certified Shorthand
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parties by blood or marriage, nor do | have any
interest in the outcome of the above matter.
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